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HISTORICAL and Cr1TiCcAL 


REMARKS 


ON THE 


MI RT 


CHARLES XIL 


KING of SWEDEN, 


S IX, 


T our epiſtolary Cor- 
reſpondence ceaſed with your 
Queries and my Anſwers, con- 
cerning ſome Facts relating to the Life of 
Charles XII, the Friendſhip which we gave 
one another an Earneſt of in 1728 at Pa- 
71s, has not ceaſed on my Part, no more 
chan my Admiration of all that comes from 


no * I hope you'll take it as a freſh 


A 2 Proof 
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Proof of that Friendſhip, that I make ſome 
Obſervations upon divers Paſſages of your 
Hiſtory, where I ſee you have been miſin- 
formed. I am deſired to do ſo by Perſons 
of no ſmall Conſideration, who pay a juſt 
Regard to your Merit, and who judge by 
reading my two former Volumes, that, 
as I had for many Years the Honour of a 
free Acceſs to your Hero, and of conver- 
ſing daily with his Officers both in Turkey 
and Sweden, I ought to be better informed 
of ſeveral Circumſtances relating to him 
than you. Nay there are ſome among 
them, who having themſelves a perfect 
Knowledge not only of Charles XII. but 
of the Czar Peter I. and of the Czarina Ca- 
tharine, find that what I have ſaid of them 
is conformable to Truth, tho' it does not 
entirely agree with ſome Facts which you 
have related. I receive juſt as I am tranſla- 


ting this from my French, now under the 


Preſs, a Letter from a Friend beyond Sea, 
to whom I had imparted my Deſign, to 
which. he encourages me in the following 
Term: . 
I ſee with Pleaſure, Sir, that you are 
* about informing the Publick of thoſe 


« Errors 


6 
« Errors into which the Author of the 
« Life of Charles XII. has led too many. 
«* Comparing your Accounts with M. De 
« Yoltaire's, I plainly diſcover that he has 
&* copied. you from Pultowa to Frederick- 
« ſhall, but altered or changed ſeveral Cir- 
e cumftances which are contradicted with 
“us, as they are by you, My Friends and 
e yours, ſome of whom were Eye-witneſ- 
« ſes of ſeveral Facts, do you the Juſtice of 
* confirming your Narrative. We expect 
te you'll note thoſe Circumſtances, and re- 
* ſtore to Hiſtory the Truth which belongs 
e to her, and which M. Voltaire could not 
« give for want of good Memoirs. The 
e Publick will be obliged to you, and M. 
* Voltaire himſelf, when he ſees your fair 
and civil Manner of correcting him (a 
« Manner no leſs natural to you than inhe- 
© rent to your Character) will thank you 
« for it; at leaſt he ought to do fo, if he 
e has any regard to Truth. His flouriſhed 
“ Style indeed is very agreeably amuling, 
* I would call ita good one, if twas what 
«* Hiſtory requires; but that demands 
„Weight and Gravity, rather than Levity 


and F lowers, judicious Reflections, in- 
A} « ſtead 
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* ſtead of Epigrams, Pictures well drawn, 
not ſingle Sketches. 

I am tranſlating this, as I ſaid, from the 
French my ſelf. It is a Taſk I undertake, 
that I may preſerve the Senſe of my Origi- 
nal, which was altered in ſome Places in 
my two former Volumes, by the Tranſla- 
tors whom I had truſted with my Manu- 
ſcript. You have been ſerved ſo more than 
once in the Tranſlation of your French Hi- 
ſtory into Engliſh, 

It is generally allow'd, Sir, that your 
Book is extraordinarily well written; this 


would be enough for a Romance, tis ſaid, 


where Invention is always predominant, 
but not for a Hiſtory where Truth muſt 
reign abſolute, They complain that you 
make Charles do and ſay ſeveral Things 
which he never was ſeen to do, nor heard 
to ſay; that you confound and change 
Times, Places, Perſons, their Names, 
Characters, Offices, &c. 

I preſume to judge of you by my elf. 
I have declared in the Preface to my third 
Volume, that I ſhould be ſincerely obliged 
to any who would be ſo kind as to ſet 
me right, when and wherever they hap- 
pened to find me wrong; and that I would 
noc 
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not only thank them for their Kindneſs, 
but recant in my next Work. I hope you 
will fo take and interpret my Obſervations 
on your Hiſtory of Charles XII. 

You make in the firſt Book (I don't note 
the Pages on account of the different Edi- 
tions already publiſh'd) the Czar Peter J. 
take in 1597, Aſoph, which was taken in 
1695, and to ſet out in 1678, from 
Moſcow on his Travels, which were not 
begun till 1697. As to theſe Anacroniſms, 
I took them at firſt Sight for Errors of the 
Preſs, which are never to be laid to the 
Author's Charge, and which, provided they 
don't hide his Senſe, any judicious and 
ſomewhat indulgent Reader wont much 
regard, But I am ſurprized to ſee the 
fame Errors in your ſecond Edition prin- 
ted at Paris, which (if we may believe the 
Title) has been reviſed and corrected by the 
Author. You ſay in the ſame Book, that 
M. Le Fort was Son of a French Refugee 
at Geneva, and that he went to ſeek for Ser- 
vice among the Meſcovite Troops; that he 
happened to be known in Moſcow to the 
Czar whilſt he was yet young. This does 
not agree with what I have heard borh 


from Moſcovites and Natives of Geneva. 
A 4 Give 
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Give me Leave therefore to repeat here 
ſome. Circumſtances, which I have on their 
unanimous Teſtimonies related in my third 
Volume. 

Mr. Le Fort was a Man of an ancient 
reputable Family at Geneva, conſiſting of 
Magiſtrates and Tradeſmen, After he had 
with great Succeſs gone through his Stu- 
dies at College, his Father, an eminent 
Merchant of that City, would have him 
chuſe a Courſe of Life between theſe two. 
The young Man had an Inclination for 
neither, but a ſtrong one for War. There 
was no military Exerciſe bug he was pre- 
ſent at it; he read all the Books of 
Battels and Fortifications he could poſſibly 
come at. But ſeeing himſelf much preſ- 
ſed by his Father to make ſuch a Choice, 
he determined for Trade, and was ſent to 
M. Franconts one of the moſt famous and 
richeſt Traders in Amſterdam. He ſoon 
acquired a perfect Knowledge of Com- 
merce, and got thereby very deep in his 
Maſter's Favour. M. Franconis happen- 
ing to load a Ship for Copenhagen, and Le 
Fort being very deſirous to fee other Coun- 


tries beſides Holland, begged of him that 
| I 
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he would be pleaſed to ſend him thither 
with his Ship, offering his beſt Care for 
the Diſpoſal of the Goods in her. Fran- 
conts readily granted him his Requeſt, in- 
truſting him with the whole Cargo; he 
performed the Commiſſion to an Advan- 
tage, which even exceeded his Maſter's 
Expectation, Though the Profeſſion of 
Merchant is not much conſider'd in Den- 
mark, no more than in any other military 
Countries, his polite Behaviour, with his 
perſonal Merit, render d him acceptable to 
the Officers, and his Patton for War a- 
waked anew at the Sight of the Daniſb 
Troops. He entered into a Kind of Ap- 
prenticeſhip with ſome of thoſe Officers, 
and put himſelf among their Soldiers when 
they were exerciſed ; He learn'd more of the 
Matter in a Day than ſome of the new ones 
could do in a Month, and ſoon became ca- 
pable of exerciſing them himſelf, Hearing 
one Day in Company that an Embaſſador 
was named by the King for the Court of 
Moſcow, and that he wanted ſome well made 
Pages, (he was ſo) he expreſſed an extraor- 
dinary Deſire to go thither along with him 


in whatſoever Quality his Excellency would 
take 


(10) 
take him; except that of a Footman. 
One of the Company, who had a great 
Value for Le Fort, offered to recommend 
him to the Embaſſador, whom, he faid, 
he knew particularly: Le Fort begged he 
would; 'twas done accordingly; and upon 
the Picture the ſame Perſon gave of him 
to the Embaſſador, he defired to ſee him, 
and found it much ſhort of the Original; 
and hearing of his Inclination for War, 
promiſed he would encourage it, and take 
Care of his Promotion at his Return. Le 
Fort thank'd his future Maſter, and as that 
Miniſter was not to fet out 'rill about 
two Months after, Le Fort had Time to 
prepare for the Journey. He wrote to his 
Father and to Mr. Franconis for their Con- 
ſent, repreſenting to them in the ſtrong- 
eſt Terms the Uſefulneſs of ſuch a Journey 
for his Calling, and offering to the latter his 
Service in the Way of Trade. In ſhort, he 
obtain d his Defires, and Credit for as much 
Money as he ſhould want. The Time of 
their Departure being come, Le Fort em- 
bark'd with his new Maſter in a Man of 
War who landed them at Libaw, a Town 
of Curland, which I mention'd in my third 
Volume; 
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Volume; they went hence to Mitaw the 
Duke's Reſidence, which I have alſo men- 
tion'd, where the Embaſſador having ſome 
Commiſſion to execute at that Court, made 
a Stay for ſome Months. Le Fort, who 
had a Facility for learning Languages, and 
indeed any Thing he had a Mind to, ap- 
ply'd himſelf during his Stay to learn that 
of the Countrey? which is a Sclavonian 
Dialect common to Livomans, Poles, and 
Moſcovites, ſo that they all underſtand one 
another. He learn'd enough of it to ſerve 
as Interpreter to the Embaſſador and his 
Retinue throughout the whole Journey, 
even to Moſcow, where he became a com- 
plete Maſter of it. As that Miniſter was 
a Perſon of the greateſt Merit, he ſoon got 
the Eſteem of the Czar Peter, ſo that his 
Majeſty was never better pleaſed than in his 
Company; treated him at his own Table, 
and went often to eat at his; aſked him 
Queſtions about the Court and military 
State of Denmark, and about every Thing 
that occurred to him. The Czar taking 
Notice of Le Fort's fine Shape and promi- 
ſing Look, eſpecially the Manner and Turn, 
which, as Interpreter, he gave to his Ma- 

I ſter's 


48) 
ſter's Anſwers, aſked him oder he 
would accept of an Employment near his 
Perſon, To this Le Fort anſwer'd moſt re- 
ſpectfully, © That whatſoever Ambition he 
* might have to ſerve ſo great a Monarch as 
e his Majeſty, he depended upon a Lord who 
e gave him daily new Marks of his Benevo- 
« lence, and without whoſe Conſent his Du- 

e ty and Gratitude would not allow him to 
« promite or do any Thing.” Well (ſaid the 
Czar) I will aſe the Conſent of your Maſter. 
But, reply'd Le Fort, I humbly entreat 
« your Majeſty to make uſe of any other In- 
e terpreter to him than my ſelf. I will uſe 


_ then (ſaid the Czar) one of my Interpre- 


ters for that Purpoſe. The Czar talk'd 
of other Things, and a few Days after ha- 
ving mention'd this Propofal, the Embaſ- 
fador ſaid, That the Exchange was in- 
« deed too favourable and too advantage- 
« ous to the young Man, and that he wiſh- 
« ed him too well not to conſent to it.“ 
The Czar made him at firſt his Valet de 
Chambre and Interpreter, learn'd of him a 
great deal of Low Dutch, which he was 
become Maſter of both in Holland and 
Denmark, as alſo of Daniſh, Le Fort be- 


7 came 


. 

came ſoon a Favourite, then Captain of his 
Life Guards, whom he adviſed the Czar to 
have cloathed and diſciplined after the Da- 
niſh Manner. He exerciſed them himſelf; 
and the Czar learn'd this new Diſcipline un- 
der him. Thus you ſee, Sir, that Le Fort was 
neither the Son of a Refugee, nor went to 
ſeek Service among the Moſcovite Troops. 

What you are pleaſed to call a vulgar 
Report, and abſolutely falſe, of ſome Ex- 
ceſſes of Wine, by which Charles was led 
to commit Actions unworthy a Prince (TI 
may add of any reaſonable or tolerably well 
educated Perſon) is too true, and atteſted by 
Perſons of Hpnour and unqueſtionable Sin- 
cerity, ſome of em ſtill living who have been 
Eyewitneſſes of it. Tis alſo very true, that 
this Prince was ſtruck with ſuch Horror 
when become ſenſible of his Folly, that he 
made a Vow (which he inviolably obſerved) 
never to drink Wine nor any other ſtrong 
Liquor. I have heard ſome of his Officers 
ſay thereupon, that he was entirely in the 
right to do ſo, his Head being no leſs warm 

than his Heart; and that it was to be wiſh- 
ed for his Glory and the Happineſs of his 
Subjects, he had cur'd himſelf thus of his 


other 
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other Failings; of that ſtrange invincible 
Obſtinacy which never left him till he 
died; of that Inflexibility in his Reſo- 
lutions, his Enterprizes, and the Orders he 


gave for the Execution of them; of that 


cruel Bravery, which repreſented Glory 
to him only in Dangers, Difficulties, and 
the Sacrifice of the greateſt Numbers of 
his Subjects, as well as his Enemies. In 
a Word, that contradicting Spirit which 
often oblig'd his Generals to adviſe him to 
the contrary of what ought to be done, ha- 
ving obſerv'd that if they thought fit to at- 
tack the Enemy or a Place on the weakeſt 
Side, he order'd it to be attack'd on the 
ſtrongeſt. I have given Inſtances of this in 
another Place, I will repeat only one; 
Count Dalbert having retaken from the 
Saxons the Fort of Dunamuden by Capitu- 
lation, after as vigorous and long an At- 
tack of the Beſiegers, as was the Reſiſtance 
of the Beſieged, that young Hero would by 
all means have the Priſoners to be ſent 
back into the Fort and take it by Storm, 
without giving or receiving Quarter. This 
was the only Occaſion, that the Count and 
other Officers prevailed on him with much 

| ada 
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ado to recede from his Propoſal. This I 
had from a Colonel then preſent, whom I 
mention'd in my third Volume. This re- 
minds me of what you ſay Boo II, that the 
King of Sweden had formed alone the Plan 
of the Paſſage of the Duna, by which he 
might attack the Saxons: That Colonel told 
me it was General Dalbert's ſole Invention; 
the King gave only Orders for the Execu- 
tion. | 

The Relations of the Victory at Narva, 
beſieged by the Moſcovites in 1700, dif- 
fer much in ſeveral Circumſtances; and 
what I heard from the ſaid Colonel, and 
other both Livonian and Swediſb Officers, 
does not quite agree with your's. You make 
the King land with about 16000 Foot, and 
a few more than 4000 Horſe, and march 
at the Head of the latter and 4000 Foot ta 
Revel. You don't ſay what became of the 
reſt of his Foot, but you make him beat 
and put to Flight 5000 Moſcovrees of the 
advanced Guard, then about a League from 
their Camp, 20000 poſted beyond them, 
at laſt 10000 in the Camp; and all this with 
the Veni, Vidi, Vici of Cafar, and fo on. 
Other Relations, which have been confirm- 


ed 
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ed to me by thoſe Officers (few Circum- 
ſtances excepted) repreſent him marching 
immediately after his landing on the 16 f 
November with his 20000 Men, direct- 
ly North of Dorpt, where the Czar fore- 
ſeeing it, had ſent no leſs than 20000 Men 
to ſecure the Paſſes at Sillajuggi, and on 
that Side of Dorpt. They ſay the King of 
of Sweden made a Shew of marching di- 
rely againſt them, but inſtead of this got 
between them and their main Army, and 
thereby cut off their Retreat, contenting 
himſelf to ſend a Detachment to engage 
them. They add, that theſe 20000 Moo 
covites thinking they had all the Swediſh 
Forces to encounter with, were put into 
Confuſion, and making but a faint Re- 
ſiſtance, were ſoon defeated and put to 
Flight, which opened to the Swedes the 
Way to the main Army, conſiſting of about 
' $0000 Men; who in the Abſence of the 
Czar, and ſeeing the other Troops defeated, 
were extremely diſcouraged : That the 
Duke of Croy, who commanded in Chief, 
made the beſt Diſpofitions which were poſ- 
ſible or the ſmall Extent of the Ground 
could admit, poſting the Infantry in the 
| Entrench- 


67 | 
Entrenchmenr, and a ſecond Line to ſtreng- 
then them, with the Cavalry behind to ſup- 
port them: Thar theſe Diſpoſitions were 
hardly made when che King attack d them 
with eight Battalions, having at their Head 
Gen: Rebinder, an Officer of no leſs Expe- 
rience and Prudence, than Valour. That 
the Moſcvuites ſtood their Ground for fever 
ral Hours, making à terrible Fire upon 
the. Swedes; but not being animated by 
the Preſence of their Monarch, at that 
Time gone to fetch a Reinforcement of 
35000 Men from Pleſtom, as the Swedes 
were, whoſe King at the Head of the Horſe 
ſupported the Foot, they gave Way in great 
Confuſion, and ſuſtain d an incomparably 
greater Slaughter than the Swedes, who 
carry'd off their Entrenchment and Lines, 
Many endeavouring to fly for Safety were 
drown'd, and a much greater Number ta- 
ken Priſoners. The Horſe made off in a 
tolerably good Order towards Pleſcou, and 
gave the Czar. ( whom they met ſome 
Leagues on this Side of the City) the firſt 
News of his great Army's: Defeat. The 
Number of the Moſcovites ſlain, they ſay, 
was about 20000, and of the Swedes be- 
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tween 2 and 3ooo, among theſe the brave 
Generals Rebinder and Rubbinghen, after 
they had performed Prodigies of Valour. 

The forementioned Colonel and other 
Officers told me, that the Number of Pri- 
ſoners was ſo extraordinary great, that it was 
thought fit to retain only the chief Offi- 
cers, and diſmiſs the reſt, who were diſ- 
armed to a Knife, then their Breeches lit 


in two, fo that they were forced to hold 


them up with both Hands, and thus were 


driven along before a few Swediſh Officers 


like a Flock of Sheep, to the Diſtance of a 


full League from Narva. They told me 


nothing of the King's having two Horſes 
killed under him, no more than of the 
terrible Repreſentation made to him of the 
great Hazard of the Attempt, and of his 
Majeſty's Anfwer to it; not a Word of the 
natural Reflection he made upon the ſtrange 
Fate of the Afatick Czarafis, or Prince, 
as you term him, nor of his Modeſty in 
cutting out with his Hand whatever was 
too flattering or advantageous to him in the 
Relation of the Victory. But all the Per- 
ſons who are engaged in an Action, don't 
always know every Circumſtance of it. 
4 | I won't 
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I won't contend with you about the E= 
tymology, or the true Signification of the 
Word Czar or Czarafis. Tis generally a- 
greed, that it is derived from Cæſar, of 
KaiZze. I never heard any Monarch call'd 
Czar but that of Meſcovy, not even by the 
Georgians themſelves; his eldeſt Son has 
been always ſtyled Czarowitz. All the A. 

fratick People call the Prince of Georgia 
Gurgiſtan-bey, as they do do that of Mol- 
davia, Bodganbey, &c. which fignifies on- 
ly a Chief or Governor. But I know that 
the King of Perfia and the Grand Signor, 
to whom Moldavia and Valachia are tribu- 
tary, as Georgia is to the Sophi, turn out 
and put in the Governors of thoſe Pro- 
vinces at Pleaſure. Among the Privileges 
which the Per/iais and the Turks granted to 
the Georgians and Moldavians, &c. when 
they conquer d their Countries, one was 
(which is {till preſerved to them) that they 
ſhould be governed by ſome diſtinguiſhed 
Perſons of their own Nation and Religioh, 
whom we call Princes, but without heredi= 
tary Succeſſion. The- Children indeed vf= 
ten ſucceed, if they are judged fit to go- 
vern and their Fathers have behaved to 
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the Satisfaction of the Sophi, or the Grand 
Seignor. But Mavro Cordato, who ſuc- 
ceeded Cantemir in the Principality of Mol- 
davia, and afterwards to the Prince of Va- 
lachia, was related to neither of them. | 

There are various Accounts of the Vi- 
ctory obtain'd by the Swedes over the N 
covites at Narva, and of the Battle of Pul- 
tawa, where the Moſcovites were Conque- 
rors. 
Tis ſaid, that your Relation of thoſe 
Victories differ from what we have hither- 
to received, and ſeveral Officers who were 
preſent at them tell us, that you have de- 
viated from the Truth in the latter, more 
than even in the former. This Point I will 
not preſume to determine, but go back for 
a Moment to Narva. | 

Count Hoorn, who commanded in that 


Place, and other Officers of Experience and 
Fame, who had the beſt Share in the Vi- 


ctory gained there, were of Opinion, that 
Charles, inſtead of deſpiſing the Moſcovites 
as unworthy of his Courage, and of purſuing 
the next Year the Saxons vanquiſh'd at Riga, 
into the Heart of Poland, being reſolved to 
depoſe King Auguſtus, ſhould have puſh'd 

2 | the 
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the Advantages which his Victory had put | 


into his Hand, and purſued his Revenge 
ſolely againſt the Czar, to force him to 


beg for Peace, without giving his Troops 
Time to learn the Art of War; according 


to a Maxim of the great Guſtavus Adol- 


Pbus, who would not prolong a War any 
more than two Years with that Nation. 


Bur Charles had taken. a Reſolution which, | 


no Body was able to make him recede from. 
He leaves but a few Troops in Livonia, 
which ſerv'd only to exerciſe the Meſco- 
vites; and occafion'd Count d' Albert to ſay, 

that the Victory of Narva ſpoil'd him, and 
that twas to be wiſh'd he had been beaten. 
there. However he ſucceeds in depoſing 
King Auguſtus, and not content with this, 
when, cover'd with Laurels, and equally 
feared and admired by all Europe, he might 
have held the Balance of it, and have been 
the Arbiter of a Peace between the highAllies 
and France, and might have granted one to 
the Czar, upon what Conditions he had plea- 

ſed to have preſcribed to him; he penetrates 
into the very Heart of Moſcovy, poſitively 
reſolv'd to dethrone the Czar, as he before 

had done Auguſtus: And this without Ma- 
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gazines, but leaving fortified Places behind 
him, and againſt all the Remonſtrances of 
his General Officers and of Mazeppa himſelf, 
who knew the Countrey much better than 
he did. This Proceeding of the King in- 
duced General Renchild to ſay to him, a 
few Days before the Battle of Pultawa, If 
* the Czar had paid your Majeſty, he 
* could not expect to be better ſerved for 
te his Money.” And an old Colonel, my 
peculiar Friend, repreſenting to him how 
much it was again} the Rules of War to 
leave fortified Places behind him, where 
there could be no Retreat in caſe of Miſ- 
fortune, eſpecially in ſo remote a Countrey, 
where they had no Proſpect of Recruit; 
the King anſwer'd with ſome Heat, Don 
are perhaps afraid of loſing Correſpondence 
with your Wives or Miftreſſes ; I will carry 
you ſo far, that you ſhall hardly be able to 
hear from Sweden in four Years, Thus 
Charles taking Counſel only from his Bra- 
very, went, as you have well obſerved, to 
loſe at Pultawa, the Fruits of nine Years 
Victories. PII add, then fled the firſt Time, 
and that before an Enemy who never mer 
him in Perſon before, 

You 
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You tell us in the fourth Book, that the 
King perceived from the Beginning of the 
Siege of Pultawa, that he had taught his 
Enemies the Art of War; I don't know 
but twas too true and too late. Thus the 
Romans by often beating the Gaulsand other 
barbarous Nations, taught them their Diſ- 
Cipline, by which they were enabled to beat 
their Maſters, as you make the Czar call 
General Renchild and other Officers that 
were then Priſoners. | 

You fay in the third Book, that General 
Renchild cauſed the Muſcovite Priſoners to 
be inhumanly maſſacred, above fix Hours 
after the Battle of Fravenſtadt. Twas the 
King himſelf who ordered it, and the Ge- 
neral who never committed an Action du- 
ring the whole War, or even his whole 
Life, which might be term'd inhuman or 
cruel, did all that lay in his Power to pre- 
vent it. The King was not ſix Leagues 
from Fravenſtadt, when he heard the News 
of the Battle. Tis true he delighted in dri- 
ving the Muſcovites from Place to Place be- 
fore him, and puſhed them ſometimes in- 
to the Heart or Extremities of Litbuania, 


or any where elſe, at the Head of a few 
| B 4 Horle. 


(624 
Horſe. A Colonel who was with him 
told me, that he has ſeen him more than 
once attack with 200 Drabans above 2060 
of them, kill ſeveral, and put the reſt to 
Flight. I myſelf have ſeen him in Norway 
ſet out with ſixty or ſeventy Horſemen, and 
go to brave the Danes in their very Camp. 
and bring back to his Quarter at Torpuni 
ſeveral Priſoners, aftet having had a Horſe 
kill'd under him, at which he expreſs'd 
more Satisfaction than if he had kill'd 
twenty of theirs. If he may be ſaid to have 
been barbarous, (which I wont preſume to 
aſſert, nor to uſe ſo harſh a Term) twas on 
occaſion of that Maſſacre. I ſuppoſe when 
you fay that only one Action of his 
deſerved that Character, you mean the 
Execution of Patkul. This, as far as I 
am able, I ſhall fer in its true Light: I 
know this Execution appeared very cruel 
to the Swedes themſelves ; I heard ſome of 
their Officers ſay, that his own Nephew 
being then an Officer in the King's Service, 
was ordered to be the Perſon to fee that Exe- 
cution perform'd. I know that the Narra- 
tive wrote by a Chaplain who attended 


Count Patkul at his Execution, an Extract 
| ry of 
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of which the Lord Molefworth publiſh'd in 
Engliſh, as others did in French and High 
Dutch, repreſents that unfortunate. Gentle- 
man as a Martyr to Liberty and- the Love 
of his Countrey, and the King of Sweden 


deaf to all Humanity, as well as Interceſ- 


ſion. I have endeavour'd to excuſe that 
Rigour i in my ſecond Volume, by aſcribing 
it to one of Patku!'s moſt inveterate Ene- 
mies, a Favourite .of that Monarch, wha 
did not find out his Perfidiouſneſs till he 
came to Bender, and then baniſhed him 
from his Preſence for. ever. The Remon- 
{trances made by Count Pathull to Charles 
XI. in the Name of the Liuanian Nobility, 
ſtript of their Privileges and their Eſtates, 
which Guſtavus Adolphus had granted to 
their Forefathers as a Reward for their 
Services in his Wars, might appear juſt in 
a free State, as England is; but were judg'd 
to tax an abſolute Prince, as Charles XI. 
was, with a double Injuſtice; for his Swe- 
diſb Subjects had hefore undergone the ſame 
Treatment. Theſe complain'd only in 
Secret, and not ſo much of their Prince, 
as of the Perſon who furniſhed him with 
the Plan, and adviſed him to the Reducti- 


On; 
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on; who was made Count and Preſident of 
a Tribunal erected for that Purpoſe, under 
the Name of the Court of Liquidations. 
The gracious Reception which Patkul met 
with from the King, gave him ſome Hopes 
of at leaſt a Mitigation, but was ſtruck with 
Aſtoniſhment, you may well imagine, when 
he heard from a true Friend that his bold 
Step had been declar'd High Treaſon by 
the Court; and that the Prince had given 
Orders for arreſting his Perſon, to have him 
tried as a Traytor. The fame Friend advi- 
fed him to abſcond and leave the Coun- 
trey, which he did without loſing Time, 
and retir'd into Poland, where he ſoon 
heard the News of his Condemnation, I 
have been credibly aſſur'd, that he uſed his 
beſt ' Endeavours by humble Petitions, 
which he put in the Hands of the Swediſb 
Miniſter at the Ps/;/þ Court, and by Letters 
he ſent to Stockholm, to obtain his Pardon, 
offering to ſacrifice his Life and Eſtate in 
his Majeſty's Service; but all in vain. 
Charles XI. being dead, Charles XII. (a 
Prince as generous and liberal as his Father 
was covetous) no ſooner was declared of 


Age to take the Government of the King- 
| dom 
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dom upon himſelf, than he eſtabliſhed a 


- ſecond Court called the Court of Reviſon, 
to examine into the Reſolutions and Pro- 
ceedings of the Court of Liquidations. 
This Court of Reviſion was intended by 
his Majeſty to do Juſtice ro the People 
who might have been injured by the for- 
mer: By this Scrutiny the Subjects recover- 
ed at leaſt a third Part of what was taken 
from them. The Reaſon why Patkul's 
Sentence was confirmed, was becauſe 
Charles XIT. had Information that he had 
laid the Plan of a Triple Alliance between 
the Kings of Denmark, Poland, and the 
Czar, to bring them at once upon the Se- 
diſh Dominions, and that the ſaid Pathul 
had not ceafed to blow the Coals of that 
War, which coſt ſo much Blood. If he 
was innocent, he ought, tis ſaid, to have 
retired into ſome neutral Countrey, or 
ſome Kingdom in Alliance with Sweden, 
as ſoon as he ſaw that War begun, inſtead 
of remaining in the Czar's Service. What 
other Name, they aſk, can be given to Pat- 
kul's Proceeding than that of High Trea- 
ſon? And ſince the Laws of Sweden puniſh 
this Crime with the Rack, what Barbarity 
cap. 
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can Charles XII. be reproached with? Bur, 
you'll object, Paikel was taken a fecond 
Time in Arms againſt his Sovereign, and 
yet was only condemned to be, beheaded 
for it. But Pazkel, it muſt be remember d, 
appear d to Charles leſs guilty, and was in 
reality ſo, if tis true that Path fomented 
the War againſt his own Countrey. You'll 
add perhaps, that Charles broke thro' the 
Right of Nations by cauſing Pat ful to be 
delivered up. This is an Objection indeed 
which I beg Leave to be excuſed from 
anſwering. | | | 
- The Encomiums which you have be- 
ſtowed on the Duke of Marlborough are 
juſt. ' King William III. a little before his 
laſt Minutes, adviſed Queen Anne to truſt 
him with the chief Command of the Bri- 
tiſb Forces, knowing none in the three 
Kingdoms fitter for it; For, ſaid the King, 
he has a cool Head and a warm Heart. But 
give me Leave to tell you, ' that you are 
miſinformed concerning ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances of his Audiences, both with the 
King and Count Piper. You ſay © that 
on his Arrival at Leipſick, he applied 
« himſelf not to Count Piper, but to Ba- 
ron 
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« ron Goerts, who began to ſhare CBarles's 
« Confidence with him, that this great Ge- 
« neral at his firſt Audience with the King, 
« which laſted an Hour, having learn'd by 
* a long Courſe of Experience the Art of 
« penetrating into the Sentiments of Man- 
« kind, and finding out the Agreement 
« between their inmoſt Thoughts and their 
« Actions, Geſtures, and Diſcourſe, fixed 
* his Eyes upon that Monarch; that when 
« he ſpoke to him of War in general, he 
« thought he perceived in him a natural 
« Averſion towards the French, and ob- 
% ſerved he was pleaſed at his talking of 
e the Conqueſts of the Allies; but when 
* he mentioned the Czar, his Eyes always 
« kindled at the Name; and obſerving 
« further a Map of Mecovy upon a Ta- 
„ ble, he wanted no more to determine 
« him in his Judgment, that Charles's real 
« Deſign, and his whole Ambition were to 
« dethrone the Czar, as he had done the 
« King of Poland, &c. that at laſt being 
« ſatisfied with this Diſcovery, he made 

ee him no kind of Propoſal. 
I never heard before of Baron Goerts's 
ſharing the King's Favour and Truſt with 
| Count 
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Count Piper, no more than of ſuch a Penes 
tration of the Duke. It muſt indeed have 
been wonderful and extraordinary to find 
out at the Sight of a Map of Maſcovy, the 
real Deſign of Charles to march that Way 
and dethrone Peter ; which Deſign you fay 
afterwards the Swedes were ſo ignorant of, 
that in full March they did not know 
where that Hero was leading them. 

I never heard but from you, nor obſer- 
ved that the King had a natural Averſion 
to France, and that he was pleaſed 
at the Account of the Conqueſts of the 
High Allies. I obſerved on the contrary, 


when at Bender, that he could not conceal 


his Uneaſineſs at the News of the French 
Loſſes: He took French Men into his Ar- 
mies, preferably to any other Strangers; 
and I knew none of his Officers but were 
all French: They complain'd indeed that 
France had abandon'd them in their Miſ- 
fortune, that they had not received one 
Penny for the Subſidies due from thence to 
Sweden, during their whole Stay in Tur- 
key. As to the Audience that great Gene- 
ral had, I have been inform'd from a good 
Hand, that he did not think himſelf treat- 

I ed 
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ed, when in Saxony, with the Regard due 
to his Character, either by your Hero, or 
even by his Miniſter Count Piper. The 
following Account I received from a Gen- 
tleman who had the Honour to be in the 
Coach with him one Morning, when he 
was to have Audience with the. Count: 
The Duke being at the Door of his Houſe 
exactly at the Hour appointed, let him 
know he was there; the Anſwer he re- 
ceived was, That his Excellency was buſy, 
or ſome ſuch trifling Pretence was alledg- 
ed. The Duke waited there a full half 
Hour; but as ſoon as he ſaw the Count 
at his Door ready to receive him, he ſtept 
out of the Coach, put on his Hat, paſſed 


by him, and retired on one Side, pretend- 


ing to make Water: When he had detain'd 
him a more than ſufficient Time for that 
Purpoſe, he went and addreſs'd himſelf to 
him in thoſe polite Terms, which that 
great Man was always Maſter of. 

The Treaty of King Charles with the 
Emperor Joſeph in Favour of the Prote- 
ſtant SzJefians, which you make his Impe- 


rial Majeſty break through; as ſoon as 


Charles was deprived of the Power of im- 
| poſing 
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- poſing Laws, was not till then put in Exe- 


cutioh, I mean not 'cill after the Battle of 
Pultawa, I faw in 1726, when paſſing 
through Sileia on my Return from Ruſſia, 
thoſe Proteſtants in Poſſeſſion of their 
Churches, and enjoying the Privileges and 
Liberties they had recover'd by the Trea- 


ty. | 
 *T'was Baron Stratheim, as J have faid 


in my third Volume, who told Charles the 


next Morning after his Return from viſit- 
ing King "Auguſtus at Dreſden, what you 
made Gen. Renchild ſay to him. This Vi- 
fir was look d upon as a Raſhneſs by ſome 
of his Officers, and by others as a Piece of 
vain Curiofity, which prompted him to ſee 
the Countenance of a Prince whom he 


had forced to ſubſcribe to the hardeſt Con- 


ditions that ever a Conqueror could im- 
poſe upon the moſt inveterate Enemy. But 
it would have been the maſt glorious and 
generous Action of his Life, if he had paid 
his Viſit to Auguſtus, or invited him to his 
Quarters, immediately after the Ratifica- 
tion of the Treaty of Alranſtadt, and 
tore it before his Face, and then had faid 
to a Prince who poſſeſſed in the higheſt 


Degree 


(33) 
Degree all the Royal Qualifications, Fe- 
cerve your Crown again, be my Friend as 
faithfully as Til be yours: Such a Victory 
over himſelf, an Act of fo great Gene- 
roſity had gain'd him more Honour than all 
the Advantages he could poſſibly have over 
that Prince. This would have won him 
a true and inviolable Friend, who would 
have been fo by Inclination and Gratitude, 
He would have preſerv'd the Title of Con- 
queror which you mention, and fatisfy'd. 


that Ambition of his of gaining Kingdoms 


to give them away again. 

The Turkiſh Ambaſſador extraordinary, 
whom you make the Grand Signor ſend 
him, was a fingle Aga ſent to the Repub- 
lick of Poland, who ſeeing all the foreign 
Miniſters complimenting the Hero on his 
Victories, and the new King on his Ac- 
ceſſion to the Throne, did the like. 

You ſay in the fourth Book, that the 
Surgeons looking on the Wound which he 
received at the Beginning of the Siege, o- 
thers ſay in the Battle of Pultaua, found it 
begin already to mortify, and were of Opi- 
nion that his Leg muſt be cut off. So you 
repreſent the Gangreen in his Foot, imme- 
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diately after his being wounded, tho it did 


not appear there till he came to Bender. 


Mr. N:ewman the King's Surgeon not be- 


ing able to make him ſenſible of his Dan- 


ger, nor to permit his Wound to be dreſs'd, 


during their hard March from Pultawa to 


Bender, told him there, that if he would 
not let him dreſs it then, he would infalli- 
bly loſe his Leg, as I have oblſervd in 


my ſecond Volume; (I quote both Vo- 


lumes often, becauſe you told me you 


had read them in Engliſb and French) 


and he added, that his Majeſty would never 
perhaps be able tro mount his Horſe more. 
Upon this the King preſenting him his Bo6t 


to draw, ſaid to him, See, fall to Work. 


Niewman finding the Wound worſe than 
he expected, chang'd Colour; and the King 
obſerving his Surpriſe, aſked him what 
was the Matter; and on the Information 
this Surgeon gave him, that a Morrification 
was begun, and that he deſired another 
Surgeon's Aſſiſtance, with a Phyfician's Ad- 
vice; Why, ſaid the King, don't you know 
what is to be done? © Yes Sir, reply'd 
e Niewman, but I dare not proceed fur- 
* ther, without the Aſſiſtance I have 

« aſked; 
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* aſked; for I muſt not treat your Ma- 


jo 


* jeſty'as I would a common Dragoon. 

The King was uncommonly angry = 
Expreſſion, repeating theſe Words ſeveral 
Times with more Heat than he was often 
known to ſhew: I expect you ſhould have 
the ſame Regard to the meaneſt Soldier in my 
Service as myſelf; and chid him very {e- 
verely for the Exprefſion. 

Then Newman did as he was bid, with- 
out replying a Word. That able Surgeon 
having the' moſt patient Perſon in the 
World to deal with, made uſe of his In- 
ſtruments and Cauſticks ſo opportunely, 
that having taken out a little Bone already 
rotten, his Majeſty found himſelf in a Ca- 
pacity to walk in the middle of Auguſt. 

The Bone was ſent to the Princeſs Ulrica 
Eleonora, the King's Siſter, now Queen of 
Sweden, which ſhe put herſelf, with a 
Torrent of Teats running from her Eyes, 
into the Coffin, when his Body was brought 
embalmed from Norway to Stockbolm. 

This faid Newman was made afterwards 
his Majeſty's Valet de Chambre, and conti- 
nued his Surgeon, and had the melancholy 
Office of embalming his Maſter after his 

"1M Death. 
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Death. He ſaid he never ſaw a ſounder 
Body, not the leaſt ImperfeRion in it, ex- 
cept that the inner Coats of the lower Bel- 
ly were thinner than ordinary, which he 
attributed to his ſevere Exerciſe in riding; 
fo that had that Prince lived longer, he 
could not have avoided a Rupture. 

I dare affirm, that all I have related in 
my two former Volumes, both of what 
paſſed from Pultawa to Bender and here, 
may be depended upon; moft Part of it I 
have been an Eye-witneſs of, and the reſt 
J have from Officers who were along with 
the King, and from Mr, N:zewman him- 
ſelf, I'll repeat ſome Particulars from 
thence for the Benefit of thoſe who have 
not read them. I have informed my Rea- 
der in my firſt Volume, that all Things 
being deſperate at Pultaua, the King ſuf- 
fered himſelf to be perſuaded by Chancel- 
lor Mullern, the General of Artillery, 
created ſo by King Staniflaus in Poland, a 


- Favourite of that Prince, as well as of his 


Swediſh Majeſty, and by ſome others who 
were about him, to croſs the Boryſthenes 
and go to Turkey, to avoid falling into the 
Czar's Power, You may ſee by the Way 

that 
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that the whole Chancery was not taken 
Priſoner as you ſaid it was, witneſs Chan- 
cellor Mullern, Baron Fief and ſeveral Se- 
cretaries or Officers belonging to it, whom 
Meſſieurs Fabrice, Jeffreys, and I, redeem'd 
from the Turks and Tartars, after the Acti- 
on of YVargitza. I'll add, that the Count 
Piper (of whom you ſaid in the ſame Place 
he died ſome Years after in Mo/cow)-ended 
his Days in the Caſtle of Notteborg, now 
Slutelburgh, ſome Leagues above Peter 
burgh, which I have mention'd in my third 
Volume. 

The King being (as I faid) prevail'd up- 
on by the ſaid Gentleman to retire into 
Turkey, paſſed the Bory/thenes, went in a 
Coach which had been tranſported for his 
Majeſty on Account of his Wound, with 
General Hoord, and they began their March 
thro' the Deſarts, call'd by the Ancients 
Scotia Parva, where in 1711, I was almoſt 
periſh'd on my Return from Circaſſia. All 
his People who had eſcaped followed, ſome 
on Horſeback, ſome on Foot for want of 
Horſes, and ſeveral in little Waggons, 
which they had taken Care to bring over 
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the River on account of the Sick and 
Wounded, FF 
After having wandered and faſted too 
long in that Deſart, without finding a Way 
to get out, in Danger of periſhing for want 
of Water and Proviſion (which I' thought 
would have been my Lot three Vears after) 
they arrived at laſt on the northern Side 
of the Begh, within about a League of 
10 Cracow, whence the King ſent General 
Pyniatoſtiy with Secretary (Clinkonſtrom to 
the: Pacha of that Place, to compliment 
him on his Behalf, and to aſk Leave for a 
Paſſage thro the Ottoman Territories under 
his Government. They had hardly croſſed 
that River, and were not yet arrived at the 
Town, when an Aga whom this Pacha 
had: diſpatched - to his Majeſty, upon the 
Advice which he had from ſome Tartars 
wandering in the Deſart of his Approach, 
very civilly prevented their Compliment 
with his, and the. Offer of Refreſhments, 
which could never have come more oppor- 
tunely, as you may well imagine. He had 
given his Orders to gather all: the Boats 
that could be mer with thereabout, for the 
King's and his People's Paſſage, There 
| could 
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could not be found a ſufficient Number 
for all; ſo that five hundred were left on 
thar Side of the River, and were taken 
Priſoners by General Wallowiſey before the 
Return of the Boats, nay in the very Sight 
of the King juſt then landed. That Gene- 
ral was ſent by the Czar in Purſuit of the 
Swedes and others, or as he ſaid to the 
Swediſh Generals his Priſoners, to fetch his 
Brother Charles in theſe Terms, 1 want my 
Brother Charles to keep you Company, I have 
ſent Walkowiſky to bring bim. The King 
had hardly entred into a Tent that was 
pitched for him, when the Pacha came 
in Perſon: to confirm by Word of Mouth 
the Meſſage he had ſent him by his 
Aga, and was followed with Waggons 
loaded with Proviſions and other Neceſſa- 
ries. He ſaid to the King, That he had 
« already diſpatch'd an Expreſs to the 
« Grand Signor, and others to the Seraſ- 
4 quier of Bender, and to the Han, who 
« was then at Cauchan, .a ſmall Town 
“ three Leagues farther than Bender, to 
« give them Advice of his Majeſty's Arri- 
“ val in the Ottoman Empire; and that 
he did not doubt but his Majeſty would 
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t be treated in a Manner ſuitable to his 
« Royal Dignity.” He expreſſed his Sor- 
row to the Chamberlain Gyllenſtierna, who 
ſerv'd as Interpreter, telling him of the 
five hundred Swedes taken Priſoners on the 
other Side of the Bagb for want of Boats; 
aſſuring his Majeſty, that he uſed all poſſi- 
ble Diligence, but there was not a greater 
Number of Boats to be got, nor ſooner. 
The King accepted of his Refreſhments 
and Excuſes, without giving him the ſevere 
Reprimand which you are pleaſed to men» 
tion. I have this from Mr. Gyllenſtierna 
himſelf. The Pacha invited the King to 
lodge in the Town, but he rather choſe to 
remain in his Tent; whereupon the Pacha 
ordered other Tents to be fetched and 
pitched for his People with all neceſſary 
Proviſions: So the Pacha of Ozakow did 
not expect any Anſwer or Order from the 
Seraſquier of Bender to let the King paſs 
the Bogh, otherwiſe he had been taken 
Priſoner with all his Men. The King then 
wrote a Letter to the Grand Signor, to no- 
tify to his Highneſs his Arrival, aſking 
his Protection, and free Paſſage thro' the 


Ottoman Dominions, in ordet to join the 
Army 
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Army he had left in Poland. He wrote 
another to the Vizier, which I have inſer- 


ted in the Appendix to my firſt Volume. 
The firſt you have abridg d by above half 
in Book V. and have not mentioned the lat- 


ter, which was to the ſame Purpoſe. His 
Majeſty gave theſe Letters in Charge to 
Mr. Neughebaur, a Livonian Gentleman, 
inveſting him with the Character of his 
Envoy at the Port, and the Pacha order'd 
an Aga and a Caſact Servant that under- 
ſtood his Language and the Turkiſh, to ac- 
company him to Conflantineple. 

No ſooner the Seraſquier of Bender 
heard of the King's Arrival at Ozakow, but 
he diſpatched bim one of his Officers to 
compliment him on his Behalf, ſending 
him a Preſent of a magnificent Tent, and 
inviting his Majeſty to come to Bender: 
The King accepted of his Preſent, and de- 
parted from Ozakow, accompany'd by the 
Pacha for ſome Leagues, and by ſeveral of 
bis Officers to lead him through the De- 
ſart, chat extends for about thirty Leagues 
between Ozakow and Palanca, a ſmall 
Town, with a Fort ſo call'd, being pre · 
ceded, by Waggons loaded with Proviſions. - 

80 
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you bart but the Pacha of Ozakny, who 
Jupply 'd his Majeſty with thoſe Provifions 
to this Town. You are miſtaken likewiſe 
In your Diſtance between Oz au and Ben- 
der, Which are forty Leagues at leaſt; I 
croſs'd that Deſart (Solitudo Getarum) in 
171 1, when T went to Cxſia; the Pa- 

cha of Ozaktow's Government extending no 
farther on that Side than to Palanca; the 
Serafquier of Bender had indeed ſent Or- 
ders for ſupplying the King with Neceffa- 
ries from hence to Bender. About a quar- 
ter of an Hour after the King's Arrival at 
Palanca, a Myrſa came up to him from 
the Han, with a Compliment, and a Wag- 
gon covered with Scarlet, and drawn by 
four Horſes, with a fine Tent, both which 
his Majeſty accepted very 'gtacioully, and 
defired the Myrſa to return his Thanks to 
the, Han. The King, on his Arrival at 
Bender, was faluted with a Salvo of thirty 
ſix Cantjots, and received with the Accla- 
mation of Janizaries, drawn up in two 
Lines. Hs Majeſty paſſing between them, 
fepaired 0 a. Tent pitch'd' by the Seraſ- 
quiet Order on the Side of the Nuſter , 
7 oppoſite 
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oppoſite to che Town. The Seraſquier 
went to welcome him, and invite him to 
take his Quarters in the Town, bur his 
Majeſty choſe: rather to encamp. There- 
upon a ſufficient Number of Tents were 
pitch'd for the Company that attended 
him, who converted their Camp ſoon af- 
ter into a little Town, Sc. as I have rela- 
ted in my firſt Volume. 

Vou are pleaſed | to tell us in the fifth 
Book, that Gen. Poriatoſty found Means 
to convey a Letter of the King to the Sul- 
taneſs YValide, or Mother of the Grand Si- 
gnor. This Letter, and thoſe which you 
make that Sultaneſs write with her own 
Hand to the ſaid General; the very 
great Satisfaction which you aſcribe to her 
in hearing of the King's Exploits; her In- 
clination for that extraordinary Prince, 
without having ſeen him; her taking his 
Part in the Seragho, calling him by no o- 
ther Name than that of her Lyon; her aſk- 
ing the Sultan her Son when he would ſend 
her Lyon to devour the Czar, &c. all theſe 
Circumſtances, I ſay, appear merely ro- 
mantick, and deſerving a Place in the Tur- 
kiſh Spy, or- in the Perfian Letters, to all 


our 
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our Merchants who haye lived for ſome 
Years in Turkey, and to every one who has 
the leaſt Knowledge of the Humour and 
Government of that Empire, or of the E- 
ducation of the Sultaneſſes, who are all 
bought Slaves, the Grand Signors never 
marrying, but making uſe of ſuch Concu- 
bines as are taught to ſing, dance, and ca- 
reſs their Maſters, but never to write; as I 
have amply related in, * firſt Volume. 

This reminds me of an Hiſtory, or ra- 
ther a Romance, written in French, of 
Prince Teely, That Prince, not under- 
ſtanding French, defired me to explain him 
a few Paſſages of it in Latin, which he 
underſtogd pretty well. He laugh d very 
heartily at one (among others) which repre- 
ſents him to be carry d ſhut up in a large 


Clock- Caſe to a Sultaneſs's Chamber; and, 


ſo encloſed, to be ſent back again (after 
his Buſineſs was done) to a Clockmaker, un- 
der Colour of che Clock's wanting to be 
mended. He thus exclaim d, O fæcun- 


dam Gallorym Imaginationem! O copi- 


* ous Imagination of the French Writers! 
Mr. Brue was my intimate Friend, and 


has ſupply d me with ſome Memoirs rela- 


ting 
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ting to the Turliſb Government and Man- 
ners. He knew too well the Indifference 
and Contempt which the Turks have to the 
Chriſtians, to repreſent them pleaſed with 
making them the Subject of their Conver- 
ſation. General Poniataſty (now one of 
the greateſt Lords in Poland, and as much 
in King Auguſtuss Favour, as he was in 
King Stani/laus's) knew them well enough 
not to write to the Sultan; he has no- 
thing leſs in him than Vanity; he ho- 
nour d me with his Favour, during his Stay 
in Turkey, I had the Liberty and the Op- 
portunity of diſcourſing almoſt every Day 
with him. He never let fall any Word 
like what you mention; and I dare affirm, 
that he inever boaſted ſeriouſly of having 
{till in his Cuſtody (as you fo poſitively pre- 
tend) any Letter from the Sultaneſs Yalide, 
I faw him again in 1726 at Warſaw, 
where he gave me freſh Proofs bf his 
Kindneſs. I received three Months ago, a 
kind Anſwer to a Letter which I wrote 
him on my Departure from Holland, In 
ſhort, choſe that know the Turks, and im- 
partially judge of Things, have the like 
Opinion of YVakde's Lyon, as of King 

Auguſtus's 


(46) 
Auguſtus's Bear, which, you make him ſay 
ſo often, he keeps tied at Bender. The 
Turks ſuſpected indeed in 1703 the Valide, 
of ſharing with the Mufti the Profit of the 
moſt conſiderable Places of the Empire, 
which her Son the Sultan Muſtapha, who 
was entirely govern'd by him gave or took 
away, as he was adviſed by him. But whe- 
ther ſuch a Suſpicion 'was well grounded, 
or no, tis uncertain. However, the Male- 
contents who depoſed Sultan Mu/tapha 
and ſer his Brother Achmet on the Throne; 
required then of the latter (as I. was told) 
that he ſhould give her no Share in the 
Affairs of the Port, and I never heard her 
ſince to be ſuſpected of meddling with any 
Thing relating thereto, either within or 
without the Walls of the Seraglio. 
 *Twas the King's Sobriety or Rigidneſs 
in abſtaining from Wine, not his Regula- 
rity at divine Service, that made the T urks 
ſay, He would make a good Muſſulman. One 
of his Chaplains told me, that he was in- 
deed very religious till his Defeat at Pul- 
tawa, never miſfing any publick or pri- 
vate Prayers or Sermons: That he kneel- 
ed always in che middle of the Fields up- 
on 
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on the bare Ground before any Battel, 
praying moſt exemplarily. That he bo- 
gan to do fo in his firſt Campaign againſt 
the Danes, and conſequently a long while 
before he knew the Philoſopher of Leip- 
fick, who, you fay, Book VIII. was a great 
Free-Thinker, and inſtilled into him his 
Notions and Opinions. The ſame Chap- 
lain added, that conſidering his Indifference 
about Religion appeared not till after that 
Battle, it booked as if he thought himſelf 
forſaken by Heaven; and fo in a fort of 
Revenge reſolved to forſake it, if I may re. 
peat his own Expreſſions. I my ſelf have 
more than once ſeen at Bender, this Prince 
ſtanding or leaning againſt a Wall, and 
playing during the whole divine Service 
with a little Dog of Baron Mullern, or do- 
ing ſomething or other, which ſhew'd his 
little Regard of what he was adout. Von 
fay in the ſame Book, that of all his Opi- 
nions he retained but one, which was ab- 
ſolute Predeſtination, as a Doctrine that 
favoured his Courage, and gong his Raſh- 
nels, - 

I look upon you, Sir, as e verſcd 


in Mythology, than in Theology. No 
Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians are greater Enemies to Predeſti · 
nation, and to Caluiniſts on this Account, 
than the Lutherans are. I heard a Mini- 
ſter of the great Church at Stockholm ſay, 
* That had he a Son who embraced ſuch 
« a damnable Doctrine, as he termed it, 
* he would cut his Throat with his own 
« Hand.” | 

The Vial with Poiſon defigned by the 
Moſcovite Embaſſador for General Ponia- 
taſey, which you mention, Book V, to 
have been found in a Servant's Hands and 
carried to the Grand Signor; the Embaſſa- 
dor's demanding Mazeppa to be delivered 
up to the Port to his Maſter; the Part of 
ſeven Millions, faid to be given to the Vi- 
zier and other Miniſters of State by Count 
Tolftoy, have no Foundation in Fact, and 
were mere Inventions to render the Mo/co- 
vites odious among the Turks. 

As to Mazeppa, the Turks do not uſe to 
violate the Aſylum or Right of Nations, 
Cantemir was at leaſt as guilty as that Co- 
ſack; they had it in their Power to force 
the Czar to deliver him up, when they 
granted him, at Pruth, a Peace upon Ar- 
ticles 
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ticles almoſt of their own preſcribing, and 
yet they did not aſk it. 

You aſcribe upon much the fame Au- 
thority to Charles XII, the Depoſition of 
Viziers who did not fall into his Meaſures, 
or did not ſeem cordially to eſpouſe his 
Intereſts, I have ſeen Viziers and other 
Miniſters of State, at leaſt as frequently 
depoſed before his Arrival, as during his 
Stay in Turkey, The true Cauſes of 
ſuch Changes are never or very ſeldom 
known without the Walls of the Scraglio.. 
Tis ſo cuſtomary a Thing, that tis only 
heard that a Vizier or a Pacha is depoſed, 
and there is no more Talk about it. | 

What you are pleaſed to tell us of the 
Han, who being gained over by the Pre- 
ſents and Intrigues of the King of Sweder, 
got the Grand Signor's Leave to permir 
the general Rendezvouz of the Ottoman 
Army, deſigned againſt the Czar, to be at 
Bender under Charles's Eyes, is altogether a 
mere Imagination, The Han indeed was a 
great Inſtrument in bringing on the War, 
it being his Intereſt, and always as favour- 
able to the Tartars as they could wiſh ; 


but he never thought of this, nor was of- 
D fered 
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fered Preſents for a Thing that was not 
even to be propoſed. 
You make Baltagi Mehemet Vizier, by 


an Intrigue of his Wife, who, you fay, 


oppoſed that Rendezvouz. You depoſe him 
by another Intrigue, and make him Vi- 
zier again by a third; and then to tell the 
Grand Signor, on receiving with Relu- 
ctance the Seal and a Scymitar from his 
Hand, ©« Your Highneſs knows I have been 
brought up to uſe an Ax and fell Wood, 
and not to wield a Sword, and command 
Armies. I will bowever do my beſt to ſerve 
you; but if I fail of Succeſs, remember I 
entreated you not to lay it to my Charge: 
And you add, that the Grand-Signor pro- 
miſed him as much. If there was any 
Thing in this, no body heard the Conver- . 
ſation between the Grand Signor and his 
Miniſters, Inſtead of giving out ſuch ima- 
ginary Intrigues of making the Sultan, the 
, Viziers, the King of Sweden, the Pacha's, 
c. ſay witty or filly Things which no bo- 
dy heard them fay, and to which your 


Readers anſwer, as the Italians do to thoſe 


Things which they hardly believe, Se non 
e vero e ben truovato; you ought to re- 
late 
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late matt ial Facts, and true Circum- 
ſtances, which you are able to prove to the 
World. | 

You make the grand Army of the Turks 
to be drawn up at Belgrade, and the Vizier 
Baltagi Mehemet leave his Camp there on 
the News of the Czar's coming up. to the 1 
Pruth, to follow the Courſe of the Danube _ 
with that Army, and march to meet him | 
with as great Speed and Succeſs, as you } 
made Charles march from Pernau to Nar- ] 

va, with his Eight Thouſand Swedes, Thus, 
according to you, that Vizier went above 
one Thouſand Leagues out of his Way, 
as will appear to any body who will caſt 
his Eyes on my Map B. or any other Tur- 
kiſh Map, if he has the leaſt Notion of 
Geography. Neither the Vizier nor that 
Army ever went to Belgrade, nor even any 
other, but when the Port was at War with 
the Emperor of Germany. He was at Con- 
ſtantinople, or encamped with the greateſt i 
Part of the Army without the Walls, when 4 
he received the News of the Czar's ad- . 
vancing into Moſdavia, and of * Cantemir's | 


* Cantemir, (as the Ruſſian Miniſter newly come is here 
called) never was Pt ince of Valachia, nor his Father. 
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being gone to him with eight. Thouſand 
Moldavians. The general Rendezvouz of 
the Turkiſh Army was appointed at Adria- 
nople, and the Review to be made at Sac- 
cia, according to the circular Command of 
the Grand Signor, inſerted in my ſecond 
Volume Mr. Fabricius and I took the ſame 
Road when we went at that Time from 
Conſtantinople to Bender, and paſſed through 
the Troops, who were marching very flow- 
ly; it is the direct and ſhorteſt Way to 
Moldavia. In the mean while the Czar 
was endeavouring to draw to his Side Be, 
ſarabba, Prince of Valacbia, as he had done 
Cantemir; but the former knowing better 
than Cantemir the Inclinatiòn of che Vala- 
chians, and even of the Moldavians, gave 
only fair Words to the Czar, as he had 
done formerly to the Emperor, and 
not being much truer to the Port than 
to them, as it was thought, ſuffered Death 
three Vears after, with two Sons of his, a 
Son in Law and his Steward, as I have ful- 
ly related in the ſaid Volume, with the 
Proceedings of all thoſe Princes, and of the 
Vizier. The Czar, among other falſe Steps 
he took then, burned ſeveral Villages of 
Vala- 
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FYalachia, with the little Town called Ibra- 
cli on the Danube; and inſtead of diſput- 
ing with all his Forces the Paſſage of this 
River, ran towards the Pruth: The'Vizier 
advancing thereupon, reviewed the Army, 
and laid his Bridge where Darius (as you 
ſaid after me) built formerly his own; and 
having paſſed the River without the leaſt 
Oppoſition, or ſeeing a Meſcovite, went to 
meet them at the Pruth, where he arrived 
before them, as I have fully obſerved in 


my ſack Volume, where you might ſee all 2? 


this, and much more. I quote often my 
two Volumes, eſpecially the latter, which 
contains all the Particulars concerning the 
Tranſactions between the King of Sweden 
and the Port, becauſe you told me you 
had read them both in Engliſh and 
Frencb. 

I was near enough to Vizier Baltagi 
Mehemet's Tent, to ſee or hear what paſ- 
ſed in it; and I have been 'informed of 
molt Particulars, both by Turkiſh and Moj- 
covite Officers: Among the latter by an 
Italian Count who carried the Letter ſign- 
ed by the Czar to that Vizier, who told me, 
that Catharine (ſince Empreſs) had then 
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but few Jewels, and thoſe of no great Va- 
lue; that ſhe gathered no Money among 
the Officers for the Vizier. I ſaw the Pre- 
ſents made to him and his K:ajaw Oſman 
Aga ; they were Sables and black Fox Furs. 
There were perhaps ſome Diamonds added 
to them, which I did not ſee, The old Pa- 
cha, under whoſe Tent I was at that Time, 
told me afterwards, that there were found 
in the Treaſure of O/man Aga, beheaded 
for the Reaſon I have mentioned, about 
Thirteen Thouſand Gold Ducats, and. Two 
Thouſand Dollars in Silver. Sultan Ibra- 
him, whom he and the old Vizier had de- 
ſigned to ſet upon the Throne, after they 
had depoſed Achmef III. for which they 
both loſt their Heads, was not Sultan Mu- 
ſtapha's Son, but the only Son of Sultan 
volyman, He died ſoon after that Plot, 
not without Suſpicion of being poiſoned by 
Achmet's Orders. 

Baltagi Mehemet was not depoſed for 
the Reaſon which you mention, nor for 
any other, nor even baniſhed; but he de- 


fired his Diſmiſſion from the Grand Sig- | 


nor on account of his Age, and choſe Lem- 
nos for his Retirement. Tuſſuff Pacha was 
even 
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even recommended by him to the Grand 


Signor, for his Succeflor in the Vizeriat. 
The King of Sweden did not tear that 


Vizier's Robe with his Spur, but much 


dirted his Sopha with his Boots. I have 
from the beſt Hands what I have related 
of their Interview and Converſation. As 
to the Vizier's Anſwer to the King, when 
« he told him 'twas incumbent upon him 
eto carry the Czar Priſoner to Conſtanti- 
« wople,” Who ſhould, fays he, govern bis 
Empire in his Abſence? If there paſſed ſuch 
a Converſation between them, which has 
been contradicted, this Anſwer was natu- 
ral to a Turk, The Queſtion the Pacha 
of Ozakow aſł d me, when I waited upon 
him in 1711. as I paſs'd by this Place, dix. 
« Who govern'd Sweden during the King's 
“ long Stay in Turkey? is not unlike it. 
If the Grand Signor now on the Throne was 
to be taken Priſoner to Morrow, his People 
from that Moment would think no more of 
him, but immediately name a Succeſſor, 
who would nor perhaps think himſelf 
obliged to comply with any Engagement 
entred into by his Predeceſſor. The Vi- 
ier judging of the Government of other 
D 4 Empires 
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Empires and Kingdoms by the Turkiſh one, 
might naturally make this Anſwer, But 
* who then will govern the Rufian Em- 
“ pire? Who ſhall comply with the 
Treaty I have now made with the Czar ? 
I preſume to ſay, that I have had better 
Information than you, concerning the La- 
dy Catharine's Extraction and Education. 
] have noted in my third Volume the dif- 
ferent Hands which ſhe paſſed thro', before 
ſhe came into thoſe of the Czar Peter I. 
Her Mother had been marry'd to a Peaſant, 
and Vaſſal to Colonel Roſen : This Vaſſal, 
or her reputed Father (as ſome will have 
it) died when ſhe was between four and 
five Years old, and her Mother did not 
live long after. The Clerk of Ringben, 
who kept a School, took her to his Houſe 
till M. Gluck the chief Miniſter at Marien- 
burgh (a Town in Livonia, on the Borders 
of Eſtbonia happening to call upon the 
Clerk (not Super-intendant of the Coun- 
trey, as you make him) who had a large 
Family, liked her, and to eaſe him of the 
Charge, carried her to his own Houſe, 
where ſhe was bred up among his Chil- 
dren, and ſerved in his Family, till a Ser- 
geant 


(5 
geant in the Swediſb Service fell in Love 
with her, aſk'd his Leave to pay his Ad- 
dreſſes to her, and married her. The very 
ſame Day, or the Day after the Ceremony 
was performed, Lieutenant General Baur 


became Maſter of the Town, took her a- 


mong other Priſoners, ſending Mr. Gluck to 


Moſcow with his Family, liked her and 


kept her as a kind of Houſe-keeper. Prince 
Menzikoff, his Patron, happening to ſee 
her, took a Fancy to her likewiſe, and de- 
manded her of him, obtain'd her and kept 
her till the Czar did the like by him as he 
had done by Lieutenant General Baur. 
He did not marry her in 1707, as you fay, 
but after the Action at the Pruth. You 
may ſee the other Particulars in the ſaid 
Volume. 

I have never ſaid nor wrote, as you re- 
preſent me, that the Book, in the Cover of 
which I put the King's Commiſſion and o- 
ther Letters, when I was going to borrow 
Money for him at Conſtantinople, was my 
Prayer-Book; but the Book or rather 
Books (for there were two,) out of 
which I had taken the Paſte- Boards 

and 
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and put my Diſpatches in the Room) were 
mixt among others in my Bag. | 
The Grand Signor did not ſend to Ben- 
der the 1200 Purſes for the King, till after 
this Monarch had acquainted him by Let- 
ter, that he was deſirous and reſolved to 
return into his own Dominiens, and had 
a{k'd for 1000 Purſes for that Purpoſe. 
The Letters you mention of Count Flem- 
ming, written- in Cyphers, to'the Han, 
and intercepted by the Swedes, by which 
(ſay you) there plainly appear'd a Correſ- 
pondence between them ; © Though, you 
add, the Terms were ſo general and am- 
«*. biguous, that it was difficult to determine 
« whether King Auguſtus's Deſign was to 
« perſuade the Han to deliver up Charles 
e to him, as he attended him on the Road 
« thro' Poland; the latter ſuſpected twas 
« ſo: That Suſpicion, wherein you are 
pleaſed to ſay this Monarch was confirm'd 
by the precipitate Departure of Count Sa- 
pieha, who had fled to Auguſtus for Refuge, 
in order to throw himſelf into his Arms, &c. 
are all the Effects of Imagination, or only a 
Pretence for King Charles to put off his De- 


parture, for which all Things were ready 
on 
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on the Grand Signor's Side, and to aſk for 
1000 Purſes more, as he did, when he faw 
the generous Facility with which his High- 
neſs had ordered 1200 inſtead of the 1000 
Purſes he at firſt aſked of him. The King 
of Poland, far from deſigning to have his 
Swediſh Majeſty delivered up to him, offer- 
ed ſeven of the Poh/h Grandees, beſides 
his Ambaſſador that was then detained at 
Aarianople with above 300 Gentlemen, for 
the Security of his Paſſage. - The Suſpici- 
on which was made ule of to colour or ex- 
cuſe that Monarch's Refuſal ro return home, 
and his Reſiſtance at Varnitza, could not 
be confirmed by Count Sapreha's precipi- 
tate Departure; for he did not leave Bender 
till ome Weeks after the Action of Varnit- 
2a, when the King was already arrived in 
the Neighbourhood of Adrianople. The 
Truth of the Story is this, Count Sapieba 
had exhauſted his Subſtance in the King's 
Service in Poland, and was never the more 
favourably looked upon by him at Bender 
for it, where he had powerful Enemies a- 
mong his own Countreymen, who (as he 
complained publickly) had prepoſſeſſed his 
Swediſh Majeſty againſt him, as they after- 

wards 
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wards made King Staniflaus ſuſpicious of 
him, when he came to that Place ſoon af- 
ter Charles had left it. The Count ſeeing 
himſelf chus abandon'd by both thoſe Kings, 


without either Credit or Money, thought it 


his beſt Way to go and make his Peace with 
King Auguſtus, as thoſe very Countreymen 
his Rivals afterwards did. Pray where lies 
the Treaſon which you impute to him? 
M. Jeffreys and I might with much more 
Juſtice bring our Complaints againſt him. 
M. Jeffreys lent him 1000 Gold Ducats, 
and I 100; he gave us Bills of Exchange 
for that Money on the Governor of Ravitz, 
a ſmall Town belonging to him, but ar 
that Time mortgaged for more than its 
Value ; he even owed ſome Money to the 


Governor, our Bills therefore were pro- 
teſted. We have often writ to him upon 


this Head, and have made uſe of the Soli- 
Citation of our Friends, both whilſt he was 
in Poland, and afterwards in Ruſſia, where 
he has been employ' d ever. fince 1725 
but could never obtain the leaſt Anſwer, 
nor, as our Friends have ſent us Word, are 
we like to get a Penny of our Money from 
him. I have no Intereſt, as you ſee, to 
defend 
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defend this Count; *tis only. for the Sake 
of Truth, which I ſhall always think ic 
my Duty to prefer to all other Conſidera- 
tions, without having more Regard to a 
Friend than to an Enemy, to the Chriſtian 
than Mahometan. 

It appeared very clearly to any impartial 
Perſon, that the chief Reaſon which made 
the King alter his Reſolution of ſetting our, 
was a Paſlage in the Grand Signor's Letter, 
recommending him above all Things to 
paſs in a friendly and peaceable Manner 
thro' Poland, ſince he was abſolutely deter- 
mined to return thro' that Kingdom; and 
the poſitive Order ſent at the fame Time 
to the Han, and to the Seraſquier of Bender, 
to require the King's Promile of Compliance 
before the Troops ſet out to eſcort him; 
and in Caſe of any Inſurrection in favour 
of King Staniſlaus, he was not directly or 
indirectly to commit or countenance any 
Diſorder that might tend towards a Breach 
of the Peace of Carlowitz, which the ſub- 
lime Port was reſolved to preſerve inviola- 
bly with the Crown and Republick of Po- 
land. I remember, as ſoon as this Order 
of the Grand Signor was notified to Charles 


by 
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by the Pacha and the Han, there was a 
Talk of theſe Letters pretended to be inter- 
cepted, which gave Riſe to the Suſpicions 
of his Swediſh Majeſty being deſign'd to be 
delivered up to King Auguſtus. 

General Hoord was not one of thoſe who 
ſhewed to the King their Breaſts covered 
with Wounds, and endeavoured to diſſuade 
him from fighting againſt the Turks, their 


Friends and Benefactors. He on the con- 


trary encouraged him to it. Twas he who 
bluntly delivered to the old Janizaries the 
King's Meſſage, via. Thar in caſe they 
« would not ſoon be gone, he would order 
« their Beards to be fired at, or burnt,” 
you ſay cut: Which Meſſage Meſſieurs 
Grothuſen and Mullern had civilly and po- 
lirely cloaked, ſaying, That his Majeſty 
would depart, but was not yet ready. 
Neither Hoord nor the Generals Dal- 
dorff and Sparre, whom you make to fol- 


low the King into his Houſe with ſome 
Guards, &c. got in with him, but imme- 


diately ſurrendred themſelves Priſoners, 
without even drawing a Sword, or firing a 
Piſtol, except General Hoord, who wound- 
ed a 4 and was wounded by an- 

| other, 
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other, but was prevented from getting in, 
and taken. I was pretty intimate with 
the General Sparre and Daldorſ, and o- 
ther Officers, and eat daily with them at 
Meſſieurs Jeffreys and Fabricius, who alter- 
natively kept an open Table for the Offi- 
cers that had been ranſomed. They rela- 
ted to us all that they had ſeen the King 
do, or heard him ſay: They never men- 
tion'd a Word of what you put into his 
Mouth, We fight pro Aris & Focis. 

You make Mr. Grothuſen Interpreter be- 
rween the King and a Janiſary who begg'd 
Quarter, and obtained it upon the Condi- 
tion you have mentioned after me. M. 
Grothuſen was not preſent, nor even among 
the Number of thoſe that got into the 
King's Houſe ; but was taken Priſoner one 
of the firſt. The Janiſary's Caſe was thus: 
TheKing ſeeing two Janiſfaries crouching one 
upon the other in a Corner of his Cham- 
ber, ran them through at once with his 
long Sword, and killed them. He was going 
to do the ſame to the third, who lay ſkulk- 
ing under the Bed, but the Fellow ſtruck: 
with Fear, embraced his Majeſty's Boots, 
and cried Aman (Pardon,) "Twas one of 

the 
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the Domeſticks fighting by the King, who 
explained the Words of Condition on which 
his Majeſty granted him Quarter. 

Young Frederick was one of them, and 
fought ſo bravely that the King made him 
Captain, and promiſed him a Regiment. 
He never was at Pultawa, where you ex- 
tol his Bravery; but M. Fabricius, who 
came to Bender in 1710, brought him thi- 
ther from Germany, where he had been his 
Running-Footman. He preſented him to 
M. Grothuſen, who made him his Valet de 
Chambre, and took him into his Favour. 
He was not taken Priſoner, but much 
worſe; for ſome of the Servants whom I 
ranſomed from the Turks, told me they ve- 
rily believed he was burnt in the King's 
Houſe, for they ſaw a Part of the Roof 
and Cieling fink in Flames, juſt where - 
he was firing at the Turks thro' a Window. 

He was one of thoſe whom the King 
particularly recommended me to enquire 
after and ranſom, as alſo the old Chamber- 
lain Cl:ſſendorff but I could never hear 
any Thing more of either of them. Twas 


thought the latter' was allo burnt, being 
then 
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then on. the ſame Side of the Houſe where 
the Roof fell. | 

Walberg and Nen were two of the few 
Drabans, whom the King had with him 
when he came to Bender, not barely Centi- 
nels, as you make them. I have mentioned 
in my ſecond Volume, the firſt Eſtabliſh- 
ment of thoſe Drabans by Charles XI. 
That Prince formed a ſmall Squadron of 
two hundred ſelect Gentlemen of undaunted 
Courage, whom he ſo called, over whom 
He would be Captain, creating a Colonel as 
a Captain- Lieutenant, and a Colonel-Lieu- 
tenant as a Lieutenant under him. Charles 
XII. out-doing his Father, took for his 
Captain Lieutenant a. Major General, and 
a Colonel for the Major General's Lieute- 
nant. M. Grothuſen was ſuch at his com- 
ing to Bender. The King has often at- 
tack d and put to Flight with a hundred 


and ufty of them, two or three thouſand 


Muſcovites. 

What you make the King anſwer to 
Walberg may appear finer, but tis leſs true 
than what I have related from the beſt Au- 
thority. The King fallying our from his 
Houſe at the Head of his ſmall Troop im- 
E mediately 
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mediately fell, being pulled down by one 
of his own Men, but could not know whom, 
which prevented his further fighting. His 
Majeſty told M. Fabricius fo the next 
Morning. So far from Truth is it that he 
drove back the Tu to the Diſtance of 
fifty Paces, as you ſay, or that the Fani/a- 
7ies falling on him, diſarmd him; for he 
threw away his Sword and Piſtol; that he 
might not be diſarmed. / You ſay, that the 
next Day his Majeſty was carried in a Cha- 
giot towards Aurianopie; ¶ have ſaid twas 
not till the fourth or fifch m _— 

and that is the Truth. a 
Twas not before chac Aﬀticn; as you 
are pleaſed to tell us, that his Majeſty re- 
ceived: King Staniſlaus's Letter, deſiring 
his Conſent for accepting of the fair Con- 
ditions offer d him for abdicating; to which 
he anſwered, J Staniſlaus! wont be King, 
T male another. Twas on his Way to- 
wards Adrianople, when that Prince being 
made Priſoner at Ta, found Means to 
have that Letter conveyed intb his Hands 
by one of the Poles, who, as they were not 
concern'd in the Action of Varnitza, were 
at Liberty at and enjoy d the Pro- 
21 tection 
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tection of the Pacha and the Han. He 
teceiv d it at his Chariot Door. | 
The King was at firſt, conducted to De 
notica, a nate Town, fix Leagues beyond 


— 45+ 


to — 2 Falter about two Miles 


from Adrianople, built by Cara Muſtapha, 
the Vizier who is famous for laying 
Siege to Vi jenna. In that Palace he re- 
mainid. ten or eleven Months, lying moſt 
Part of the Time ona Sepha. Twas there 
that M;;Dabens, Marſhal of the Court, 
who neyer was Colonel but in your Book, 
dreſſed: his Mictvals, and not Chancellor 
Muller as you inferm us. Theſe two 
and M. Grotbiſen had the Honour to ſit ac 
Table, with his Majeſty. 1g 

T was not Sultan Golga, ak they call the 
Han 's eldeft Son, but Carplan Gberai, his 
Brother; who was made Han in his Room. 
I have mention d this —_— in the Arti 
cle of Cirta®,. 

The only Reaſpns aledged- by al. the 
Turks and Tartara, Adr the Depoſition: of 
the Han Delvet Gberai, and of the Seraſ- 
quier of Bender, Iſinael Pacha, were, that 
they bl delivered to the King the twelve 

E 2 hundred 
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in order to march, or to uſe the Turkiſh 
Word Kalkty, mounted, and this againſt 
the expreſs Orders of the Grand Signor. 
The King was ſuſpected of having ſent 
that Money into Poland to encourage the 
Inſurrection which the Port was very ap- 
prehenſive of. | 
Nothing is more eaſy than to preſent 
Petitions to the Grand Signor; as I have 
obſerved elſewhere the Manner of doing it. 
1 never heard any one was prohibited from 
preſenting them; and if any Vizier ſhould 
preſume to forbid it, he would infallibly 
loſe his Head for it. So that M. Ville. 
longue, or Villa Longa, as he call'd himſelf 
in Turkey, as deſcending from a Spaniſh 
Family, had no Occaſion to diſguiſe him- 
elf, to dance or to act the Madman, &c. 
I remember that M. Bru# hearing of this, 
and of his pretended Interview with the 
Sultan laughed at it. M. de Hierville was 
much in the Right to tell you that the Pe- 
titions and Complaints of the Swedes had 
no Share in the Changes that then happen- 


ed. Nothing is more common than ſuch 
Changes, 


hundred Purſes before he was on Horſeback 
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Changes, and nothing leſs known than the 
true Reaſons of them. 

I found the King ſick of a Feaver, when 
I waited upon him at Demirtaſb to receive 
his Letters to Baron Goerts then at Berlin, 


the Governor of Holſtein, Count Welling at 


Hamburgh, and Count Gyllembourg the 
Swediſh Miniſter in London, &c. as I have 
related in the Account of my Journey. 


I found on my Return, the King in a 


perfect State of Health at Demotica, 
where he was on Horſeback every Day, as 
before he uſed to be at Bender. I met there 
likewiſe the Generals Rank and Lieven. 
General Rank was come to aſk the King's 
Conſent for the Marriage of the Princeſs 
Ulrica Eleonora his Siſter, now Queen of 
Sweden, with the Hereditary Prince of 
Heſſe Caſſel, which was granted him. Ge- 
neral Lieven had in Charge ſome Letters of 
that Princeſs, and of the Senate, with 
humble Remonſtrances upon the unhappy 
Situation of the Swediſd Affairs. This 
Gentleman, well known for his military 
Bravery and undaunted Reſolution, accom- 


panied with the ſtricteſt Honour and Inte- 
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rity, on his Arrival, preſſed the King i in 
the Name of the Princeſs, the Senate and 
che whole Kingdom, to leave Turkey and 
return to his own Dominions. After he 
had in the plaineſt and moſt pathetick 
Manner repreſented the miſerable Condi- 
tion Sweden was reduced to, and what fur- 
ther Miſery they were ſtill to expect from 
the increaſing Power of their Enemies, and 
the defenceleſs Condition they were in, 
told the King that all this was wholly ow- 
ing to his Majeſty” s Abſence, and the want 
of that Vigour in Execution of their Coun- 
ſels, which would immediately revive at 
his Return; and at the fame Time flatrer- 
ed his Hopes that he might ſoon fee him- 
ſelf again at the Head of a formidable Ar- 
my of his own Subjects. The General how- 
ever could at that Time obtain no other An- 
ſwer than this, We will return. The next 
Day the General repeated his Remon- 
ſtrances, and growing very warm, had the 
Honeſty to ſay to him, © Sir, We have in 
1 Sweden only the Option of three Events, 
« The firſt is the Return of your Majeſty 
to our Defence, which is moſt paſſio- 

D * nately 
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ec nately longed for by all your People. If 
* wecan't be indulged i in this, the Miſery of 


e your Kingdom is ſuch, that our next 
% Defire muſt be, to have the Princeſs 
take the Government abſolutely into her 
* Hands, which if ſhe refuſes, then we 


* thuſt ſeek for fome other Prince. If 


neither of theſe can be obtained, then 
«we muſt, Thirdly, throw our ſelves into 
te the Arms of thoſe of our Enemies, who 


* ſhall offer us the moſt favourable Terms 


« of Submiſſion.“ 

The King ſeemed greatly moved at this 
bold Repreſentation of the Truth, and af- 
ter a Pauſe of a few Minutes, ſays he, 
« Leven, you are angry: No, Sir, re- 
plied he, Your Majeſty miſtakes me; 
«but I come nat here to flatter, but to 
_ ſpeak the Truth. Well (ſays the King) 
« we will return; but, Sir, added he, I 


« muſt know when.” The King's Anſwer 


then was, As foon as I can get the Mo- 


« ney neceſſary to carry 'me and my Peo- 


ple to Pomerania. General Lieven re- 


plied immediately, There's an Exgliſb 
* Gentlemen, Sir, in your Court, who, 
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« with the Affiſtance of his Brother, has 
already advanced your Majeſty conſider- 
table Sums. He told me this Morning, 
e that whenever your Majeſty was reſol- 
ved to leave Turkey, he would take 
* Care that Money ſhould not be wanting 
for that Purpoſe.” Upon this the King 
ordered General Lieven, Chancellor Mul- 
lern, and Privy Counſellor Fief, who were 
preſent at this Converſation, immediately 
to treat with Mr. James Cooke about it. 
This Gentleman agreed with them to ſup- 
ply his Majeſty with One Hundred Thou- 
ſand Dollars; and from that Moment the 
King reſolved to leave the Countrey. The 
ſaid Gentleman, a few Days after, furniſh- 
ed a good Part of the Money, giving Cre- 
dit for the Remainder of it, on his Bro- 
ther Mr. Thomas Cooke at Conſtantinople. 
They had indeed already ſupplied his Ma- 
jeſty with great Sums of Money at Bender, 
part of which had been diſcharged in 
Hamburgh. It would have been running 
a great Riſque with a Prince of leſs Ho- 
nour than Charles XII. His Majeſty or- 
dered, that all imaginable Care ſhould be 
taken 
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taken to pay theſe Gentlemen, who had 
ſerved him in his moſt urgent and critical 
Occaſions, when no Body elſe would; 
witneſs the Sum of Three. Thouſand 
Dollars borrowed of them for his Ma- 
jeſty at Conſtantinople. The King then 
ſent Baron Grothuſen in the Character of 
Embaſſador Extraordinary, to take his 
Leave of the Port, Thus you ſee, Sir, 
how you are miſtaken, when you tell us 
that an Engh/hman lent the King Two 
Hundred Piſtoles, which Mr. Grothu/en took 
up for him at Conſtantinople, I know that 
MonfieurDe/alleres, the French Embaſſador, 
perſuaded at that Time ſome of his Mer- 
chants to lend the King Money (I cannot 
ſay exactly what Sum) and was Secu- 
rity for the Payment of it, but lent no- 
thing himſelf. I know that the King on 
his leaving Turkey, owed Meſſieurs Cooke 
about Two Hundred Dollars. 

Mr. James Cooke was at Adrianople when 
the King was brought in Priſoner\near the 
City. That Gentleman finding his Majeſty 
ſtripped by the Turks, having only one 
Shirt beſides that on his Back, and no o- 

ther 
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ther Coat than what he had on (which the 
Pacha of Bender had cauſed to be made 
the next Day after the Action of Warnitza, 
where his own was torn and entirely ſpoil- 
ed) without a Knife, Fork, Spoon, Can. 


dleſtick, or any other of the Conveniencies of 


Life, thought it would not be taken ill if 
he made an Offer to Marſhal Dubens to 
ſupply his Majeſty” s Table with a Service of 
Plate, which he and his Brother Mr. Tho- 
"mas Cooke had for their own Uſe : Of ſmall 
Value indeed for a Sovereign Prince, but 
great enough for the Circumſtances of pri- 
vate Men. Marſhal Dubens had his Ma- 
jeſty's gracious Orders to receive it of them, 
and honoured them ſo far as to uſe it, not 
only during the Time of his Stay in Tur- 
key, but brought it to Srra alſund, hiſs his 
Table was conſtantly ſerved. with it, and 
where a great Part of it fell into the Ene- 
my's Hands. I ſaw in 1716 ſome Remains 
of it on his Table in Norway; where, be- 
ing ſenſible of che Dangers to which his Ma- 
jeſty daily expoſed his Life, and conſequent- 
ly the Intereſt of theſe Gentlemen, I wait- 
ed upon him to get at leaſt Security for the 
Money 
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Money that was owing to them, which he 
yery generouſly granted. M. James Coole fol- 
lowed the King into Germany, and came in 
1717 into Sweden, where 1 had been ever 

ſince the latter End of December 1715, at 
which Time died the Queen Dowager the 
King s Grandmother, whom you make dye 
in the Beginning of that Year. Mr. James 
Cooke received there a full Satisfaction for 
all the Money due to his Brother and him; 
and on his leaving that Kingdom in 1720, 
the Queen was graciouſly pleaſed to honour 
him with her Command, to come and take 
his Leave of her. She received him in her 
Cloſer, returned him her Thanks-in a moſt 
generous and obliging Manner for the Ser- 
vices he had done to the King her Brother 
in Turkey, and condeſcended to give him a 
'Letter ſigned with her Royal Hand, re- 
commending him in the ſtrongeſt Terms to 
his Majeſty the late King of England, in 
Conſideration , (as ſhe was then pleaſed to 
tell him) of thoſe acceptable Services done 
to her Brother in his moſt urgent Occa- 
ſions. This Letter from the Queen has 
been corroborated by the expreſs Com- 
mands 
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mands of the preſent King of Sweden to 
Baron Sparre his Miniſter in London, to pur- 
fue that Recommendation of her Swed:/h 
| Majeſty to the preſent King of Great Bri- 
tain, in the beſt Manner poſſible, till the 
ſaid Mr. James Cooke ſhall receive ſome di- 
ſtinguiſhing Favour from his Court. I have 
feen not long ago the Copy of that Letter 
in his Hands. 

This I mention not ſo much in Praiſe of 
Mr. James Cooke, as in Honour to their pre- 
ſent Majeſties of Sweden, who were not 
content to ſee him paid to the full, but al- 
fo condeſcended to ſolicite his Advance- 
ment in his own Countrey. Give me Leave 
here to add another Inſtance of the Honour 
of the Swediſh Nation. The foremention- 
ed Mr. James Cooke, at his firſt meeting 
Charles XII. near Adrianople, found him 
attended with about ſixty Officers of Di- 
ſtinction, all ſtripp'd by the Turks, as the 
King himſelf had been, without Clothes, 
Money, or Credit. He helped every one 
of them to Money that applied to him; 
and few there were, you imagine, that did 
not apply to him under the Neceſſities they 

then 
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then were, many of whom Meſſieurs Fef- 
freys, Fabricius, and I, had redeemed from 
the Turks at Bender, and were afterwards 
joined with the King: And yet I have of- 
ten heard him fay, that he never aſked 
any one of thoſe Gentlemen for his Mo- 
ney again; but upon his Arrival in Germa- 
ny or Sweden, every Man of them brought 
what was due to him. Thus you fee the 
ſtricteſt Honour was not confined to Charles 
XII, but from his Example deſcended to 
all his Subjects. However, in my Opinion, 
Mr. James Cooke fared the better for lend- 
ing his Money to Officers about his Maje- 
ſty, upon no other Conſideration whate- 
ver than that of their Friendſhip; which, 
he ſays, he values himſelf highly upon, 
and that with the juſteſt Reaſon: They 
publiſhed, with all the Signs of Gratitude 


imaginable, the Services he did them in 


their utmoſt Diſtreſs. 
You ſay, Book VIII, © That Charles order- 
« ed the Engliſh Reſident at Stockholm to be 
« arreſted in Revenge of Count Gyllen- 
« burgh's being ſo in London, but could not 
* take the ſame Revenge on the Dutch for 
their 
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© their afreſting Baron Goerts at the Hague, 
« becauſe. they had no Miniſter then in 


Sweden. They had one, Sit, at Stock- 


balm, called Mr. Rumpbʒ 1who was not ſo 
much as threatened: with ſuch, Uſage. 

I chought, and do ſtill think myſelf well 
informed of the moſt eſſential Circum- 
ſtances, relating to the King. of Sweden's 
Death, I call, them eſſential upon your 
own Authority, becauſe you ſay the leaſt 
Circumſtances concerning the Beath of ſo 
great a Man are material, and not to be 
paſſed over in Silence. You take upon you 
to aſſert, that all the Converſation which 
has been related by many Writers, and e- 
ven by my ſelf, between that Prince 20 
the Engineer, Megret is abſolutely. falſe :. 
never heard any where elk but in your . 
ſtory, that any body had giyen an Account 


of this, Converſation but my ſelfy 1 who had 


what I wrote from Perſons: of unqueſtion- 
able Sincerity, who were in the Trenches 
where he was killed. Fromm them I recei- 
ved the Plan of Frederickſhall, of its Forts 
and .the King' s Trenches, which you may 
ſee at the End of my ſecond Volume, and 
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is reckoned very exact. I will repeat here 


a'few Circumſtances of that laſt Conver- 
ſation for the Benefit of thoſe; who have 
not read that Volume: Vour Relation of 
the Beginning of it, agrees pretty well with 
mine; what you deny is, I ſuppoſe, the 
following Circumſtance: As che Enemy 
fired very hot both from the Fortreſs and 
the Forts thereabout, the King happened 
to ſtand leaning on the Parãpet, witch more 
than his Head abote it. Engineer Megret 
obſerving him Ehus expoſed to tlie Fire, told 
him that was not his Place, that it rained 


Bullets and Cartriges. The King anſwer» 


ed, Don't: fearc'7; v dent fear cor my ſelf 
«(replied Megre, who am ce red 
« -by! the Parapet, but for your Majeſty, 


« who dot t mdke the Uſe: of it for which 


* jt is raiſed. The King, to be rid of his 
« Remonſtrances which he was going on 
„ with, ſaid to him, Go and look over your 
Pioneers (or ſomething like this) I am 
4 coming dun. Thereupon the Officers 
who were preſent, and knew better that 
Prince's Temper, told the Engineer, that 
to adviſe the King to retire from any Dan- 
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ger, was enough to ſpur him on to it, or 
make him ſtay the longer in it. They ad- 
viſed him therefore to go ànd endeavour to 
draw him from thence, under Pretence of 
aſking his Counſel about ſome Work, and 
deſiring him to come and ſee it. At the 
ſame Time they heard the hiſſing of the 
Regicide Ball. Megret, fearing what had 
happened, ran to the King and found him 
in the ſame Poſture; which with the Ob- 
ſcurity of the Night, hinder d him from 
perceiving he was dead. He called upon 
him two or three Times, and receiving no 
Anſwer, pull'd him by his Coat, and find- 
ing him motionleſs, he was confirm'd in 
his Fear, &c. cried out to Mr. Marchetti 
an Italian, and Aid de Camp to de King, 
who was the neareſt at Hand, Pray get 
ſome Light; and a Lanthorn being brought, 
and the other Officers coming up, they 
found the King all in Blood, his Head turn- 
ed almoſt quite backwards by the Violence 
of the Shot, which had fractured his Scull 
above the left (you ſay the right) Temple, 
beaten in his Eye on that Side, and the 


right out of its Socket, making a Hole 
| large 
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large enough to turn three Fingers in. 
Mr. Siguier being juſt come on the Tren- 
ches from the Prince of Heſſe Caſſel en- 
camped at Torpum, to whom he was Aid 
de Camp, helped them to conceal the King's 
Death, as you have related after me. 

As to the Rumour ſpread about, that 
Charles was killed by ſome of his own Ar- 
my, the Largeneſs of the Hole would be 
ſufficient to diſpel all Suſpicions of it; and 
as to Mr. Sequier being particularly nam- 
ed to be the Man, this Circumſtance of 
his coming up, as J have related upon 
Mr. Marchetty's Teſtimony, 1s a ſufficient 
© Juſtification of him, if his Honour, Love 
and Reſpect for his Majeſty, his generous 
Benefactor, were not. I never heard any 
Thing like it laid to his Charge, but only 
that falling ſick two or three Vears after 
of a Diſtemper which troubled his Brain, 
he faid in his Delirium, that he was the 
Man that killed the King; bur no body of 
common Senfe ſuſpected there was any 
Truth in it. 

You'll give me Leave, Sir, to depend 


on my Informations. till you have convin- 
1 ced 
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ced me by a better Authority than your ab- 
ſolute Negative, that I have been wrong 
informed; if you do this, I ſhall thank 
you for it, and acknowledge publickly my 
Error, the firſt Opportunity. 

You have, Sir, ſhowed your Heroe tru- 
ly ſuch at the Head of an Army, brave in 
attacking his Enemies, and in defending 
himſelf when attacked by them; let me 


| ſhew. him reſenting an Affront, as a pri- 


vate Gentleman, That Prince having ſent 
his Army to Norway in his firſt Campaign, 
determined with himſelf to go thither In- 
cognito, under the Name of Major Carlo, 
as I have ſaid in my 24 Vol. that without 
communicating his Reſolution to any Body, 
he ſet out one Morning on Horſeback from 
Ned, taking along with him only two Offi- 
cers and two Soldiers; all of them without 
Servants, without any other Linen or Clothes, 
beſides what they had on their Backs. The 
Attendants thought the King was on- 
ly going to take a Ride out for a few Hours 
as he uſed to do. He led them towards 
Cbriſtinebam, and being within a few Miles 


of the Town, he took a Countreyman's 


Sledge, and ordered one of the Officers, 
who 
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who was his Aid de Camp, and a Soldier, to 
take another for themſelves, and ſent back 
half of his Company with the Horſes to 
Ned. They took freſh Horſes in that 
Town at the Poſt-Houſe, and went to lay 
at Carleftadt , where he diſmiſſed the Sol- 
dier, and ſo went on. Travelling in a Sledge 
was at that Time very commodious oh 
account of the Snow lying on the Ground; 
ſo that in three Days they ran about fifty 
Swediſh Miles, which are about 300 Eng- 
liſb Miles. The King happened one Day 
to have a better Horſe to his Sledge than 
his Aid de Camp, by which Means he was 
got above half an Hour before him; when 
coming up to a Gate which croſſed the 
Road, he ſaw an Officer without his Sword, 
lolling upon it. He bad him in an impe- 
rious Tone open it. The Officer not uſed 
to ſuch a lofty Command, eſpecially from a 
Perſon unknown, and no better clothed 
than himſelf, bid him get down and open 
it himſelf. The King repeated his Com- 
mand a ſecond Time, and very poſſibly in 
threatning Terms: The Officer told him, 
that he would not dare to tteat a Man of 
Courage, as he was; in ſuch a Manner, 
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did he not ſee him without his Sword ; but 
if he dared to tarry a little while, he would 


ſtep to his Quarters hard by and fetch it, 
and then chey ſhould preſently determine 
who was the beſt Man, and who ſhould o- 
pen the Gate. The King bid him go, and 
and promiſed to wait there for his Return. 
The Officer went, and as he was return- 
ing, met a Woman who knew the King ; 
ſhe aſked him, if he had not ſeen him; 
Where, ſaid he? At ſuch a Gate, replied 
ſhe. You may well imagine the Concern 
the Officer was under, when he was ſenſi- 


ble. he had pick'd a Quarrel, and was like 
to have had a Duel with his Prince. He 


therefore immediately retired to his Quar- 


ters. The King had alighted to wait for 
him, and was walking about when the Aid 
de Camp came up to him, who fearing he 
had met with ſome Accident, deſired very 
earneſtly to be ſatisfied; No, ſaid the King, 
but I ecp:5 a Man who has quarrelled with 
me, and is gone to bis Quarters for bis 
Sword, and you are come a propos to be my 
Second. The Officer not coming, they went 
on for a little while. together, and the Aid 


de * aſked him 5 what he had 


, deter- 
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determined to do; fand whether his Maje- 
ty, conſidering his own ſevere Laws a- 
gainſt Duelling, would himſelf have broke 
thro' them? He could never obtain any other 
Anſwer than this, I was ſure he would not 
come. I leave it, Sir, to your Determina- 
tion, whether Charles would have fought 
him or not; for my Part! believe he would, 
I beg Leave to relate another Sort of 
Adventure between the King and an old 
Dragoon, which I was preſent at in Lund, 
when he was determined for his ſecond 
. Campaign into Norway, the laſt of his Life. 
This Prince had the happieſt Memory of 
any Perſon I ever knew, and never forgot 
a Face he had once feen. A Regiment paſ- 
ſing one Day before him, he remember d 
the Countenance of a Dragoon in it, and 
calling him out of his Rank, aſked him whe- 
ther he had not been with him in Poland? 
If he had not upon ſuch and ſuch an Occa- 
fion behaved in ſuch a particular Manner? all 
which was greatly to the Honour of the Sol- 
dier. He anſwered his Majeſty Yes, to all his 
Queſtions; and having now an Opportu- 
nity of talking to his Prince, he told him, 
That as he was grown old, and had been 
F 2 very 
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very much wounded in his Service, be bo- 
ped his Majeſiy would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give him his Diſmiſſion. The King told 
him, that he was ſorry he ſhould aſk any 
Thing that he could not conveniently grant 
him ; that he never was in greater Want of 
brave Men than now, when he was deter- 
mined on marching again to Norway. The 
Soldier however inſiſting on his Requeſt, 
the King at laſt told him, if he could 
mount his Horſe with as brave Men as he 
himſelf was, he would order him his Diſ- 
charge. The Soldier immediately chang- 
ing his Countenance from what it then 
was, of humble and ſupplicative, to that 
of Indignation and Contempt, anſwered 
him in Swediſh theſe Words, The Devil take 
me if I know the Man; put his Hat on his 
Head, clapp 'd Spurs to his Horſe, and 
without giving or expecting fartherAnſwer, 
rode into his Rank. He did not afterwards 
aſk for a Diſmiſſion, but the King advan- 
ced him in the ſame Regiment, as his Me- 
rit deſerved. 

I am ſorry to tell you what Opinion the 
World has of that malicious Difference 
you make at the End of your Hiſtory be- 
. 
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tween the preſent Engliſh and thoſe of 
Cromwell's Days, and the odious Compari- 
ſon of them with the Monks of Rome. 
You are generally taxed with having ſoon 
forgot the many Obligations you perſonally 
received from that illuſtrious Nation, which 
was to you as a Place of Protection, and 
heaped Favours upon you during your Stay 
in it, You muſt have been reproach'd 
with Ingratitude had even the Character 
you give of it been a juſt one. As it is 
not, it argues your want of Judgment to 
make thoſe proper Reflexions which belong 
to the Office of an Hiſtorian, Had you re- 
collected the many Victories obtained by 
that brave Nation cvery Vear, without any 
Interruption, during the whole Courſe of a 
long War, you muſt have a meaner Opi- 
nion of our Countreymen the French, than 
even the Engliſb may poſſibly have, to ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be ſo often beat by a Peo- 
ple not preferable to the Monks of Rome: 
Nay 'tis obſerved, that the Character in 
your third Book of the Duke of Marlhs- 
rough, That he never fought a Battle 
« which he did not win, nor beſieged a 


Place which he did not take, proves you 
F 4 guilty 
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guilty of a moſt abſurd Contradiction. 
Who were they, tis aſk d, that fought fo 
gloriouſly under that General, were they 
not the Engliſo? What Inſtances have they 
ſince given to the Author of the Hiſtory 
of Charles XII. that they have degenerated, 
and that chey are even now leſs brave than 
choſe of Cromwell s Days? What does he 
mean? What would he have us do to ap- 
pear to him as great as they were? 

I won't tell you what Conſtruction ſome 
put upon this, but give me Leave to ob- 
ſerve, that would you do them Juſtice, you 
ſhould rather have compared them to the 
Swedes under your Hero, of whom you ſay 
his Deſire was to gain Kingdoms only to 
give them away? © Have we not done the 
e like and more, lay the Engliſh : We have 
« maintain'd thoſe we have conquer'd in - 
ee the Poſſeſſion of the Eſtates which we 
e have given them, and at the ſame Time 
ec preſerved our own,” I obſerve you have 
changed i in your I which come juſt. 
now to my Hands, the Word ExncLtsr- 
MEN into the FanaTickxs of Cromwell's 
Days, which does not take away the Ma- 
lignity of your Companies, but rather en- 
creaſes 


46 

<@reaſes it, if it does not make it Nonſenſe. 
I obſerve- a greater Miſtake in the ſame 
Errata, via. that you bid us read Achmet IF, 
inſtead of Mehemet IV. in the Beginning 
of your ſecond Tome, which was abe 
By this I fee you are not acquainted with 
the Order of the Succeſſion of the Sultans 
in the Ottoman Family; or thought I had 
been miſtaken in what J wrote of it. You 
have quite changed that Order from what 
it is, and always has been. You make 
Achmet II. Father to Sultan Muftapha de- 
poſed in 1703. and to his Brother Achmet. 
III. lately depoſed, to both whom he was 
only Uncle. "Tis not with the Ottomans 
as with us, where the eldeſt Son of a Prince 
immediately ſueceeds him; but in that Fa- 
mily always the eldeſt Satan ſucceeds, whe- 
ther he be Couſin, Brother, or Son. Me- 
he met IV. had when he was depoſed two 
Brothers, viz. Solyman and your Achmet ; 
he had alſo two Sons, Muſtapha and Ach- 
met, The eldeſt Brother Soh man was then 
ſer upon the Throne, and your Achmet II. 
ſucceeded him, and died without Male If- 
ſue, ſoon after his Acceſſion to the Throne: 
But Sheen had left a Son call'd Jorabim, 
whom 
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whom you make in the ſixth Book eldeſt 
Son to Sultan Muſtapha, as I obſerved be- 
fore, and who died ſoon after the Plot of 
the old Vizier Chiourlouly and Oſman Aga 
to depoſe Achmet III. his Couſin, and fer 
him upon the Throne. Muſtapha the eld- 
eſt Son of Sultan Mehemet IV. ſucceeded 
Achmet II. his Uncle, and to him ſucceed- 
ed his Brother Achmet III. Had their 
Couſin Ibraham lived, it would have been 
his Turn to have ſucceeded the latter, not 
Sultan Mahmoud's, Muſtapha's eldeſt Son 
that is now reigning. - 

In the ſame Errata J obſerve you fill up 
the Room of an Error by the Addition of 
two more, Where having allowed that M. 
Le Fort's Father was not a French Refu- 
gee, you make him a Druggiſt of Geneva, 
and add, that the Son was at Moſcow up- 
on ſome Buſineſs in his Way of Trade 
when he got acquainted with the Czar. A 


Druggiſt, it T apprehend right what it is, is 


one that keeps a Shop and ſells Drugs, Spices, 
Sc. Now Mr. Le Fort the Father traded 
in moſt Sorts of Commodities, and ſold by 


Wholeſale to Shopkeepers. And the Son 
was 
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was not, as I ſaid before, at Moſcow upon 
Buſineſs in any Way of Trade. 

I might make many more Obſervations 
on your Hiſtory of Charles XII. but theſe 
are ſufficient ro ſhew that it ought not to 
be read without ſome Caution. Give me 
Leave to add a few Words about the Pi- 
cture I have ſeen of this Hero at the Be- 
ginning of your Book. Thoſe who have 
ſeen him or any Picture reckoned like him, 
have obſerved that yours has been borrow- 
ed from the imaginary one, which is at the 
Beginning of the Compilation of the Utrecht 
Gazetteer in ſix Volumes, intitled, The Hi- 
ſtory of Charles XII. They obſerve on the 
contrary, that the Draught I have prefixed 
to my ſecond Volume is ſo like the Original, 
that they have defired me to have it redu- 
ced from the Folio into an Octavo, and pre- 
fix d to theſe Remarks. I am indebted for 
it to Baron Wrangbel, ſometime Secretary 
to the King of Sweden at the Britiſb Court. 
He could at a Diſtance himſelf take the 
Likeneſs of a Face, as well as any Painter. 
The King could never be prevailed upon 
to fit for his Picture. I remember when 
I was at Lund, M. Crafts (if I ſpell his 

Name 
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Name right) Painter to the Royal Family 
came thither from the Princeſs his Siſter, 
who was deſirous of having his Picture, in 
order to draw it. His Majeſty inſtead of 
granting the Requeſt, bade him draw ſome 
of his Horſes. Crafts, tho' not uſed to. 
this Sort of Work, did however his beſt, 
The King went now and then to ſee him 
finiſhing it in his Chamber. He one 
Morning, when he did not expect it, per- 
ceiv'd in the Painter's Hand his own Pi- 
cture, which he had ſtolen, if I may be al- 
lowed the Expreſſion. As ſoon as Crafts. 
heard the King coming in, he laid it in a 
Corner, and took another of a Horſe. While 
he was about this, his Majeſty took a Knife, 
went to the Corner where he ſaw him put 
his Picture, and cut the Face in Nn 
The Painter went on as if he had not ſeen 
him: But when his Majeſty was gone out 
of the Room, he put all the Pieces in his 
Trunk, wich deſign to join them together 
again at his Return to Stocfbolm, which 
he did accordingly. The Pictures which 
are reckoned molt like the King have been. 
taken from this. My Lord Carteret has one 
Copy of it, and Nr, William Finch another. 
Charles 
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Charles XII. had always his Hat under 
his Arm, (except when on Horſeback) and 
this even in open Fields in the worſt of 
Weather. When he was ſtanding till, he 
held always his Sword in one Hand with 
the Point downwards, and lean'd upon it; 
and had a Cuſtom generally of raiſing up 
his Hair with his Fingers, as in the Pi- 
cture prefixed to theſe Remarks. I ſaid he 
held his Hat under his Arm in all Weathers, 
and Ill give you an Inſtance of it which 
I had from M. Fabricius and other Swediſh 
Officers ; ſeveral other Inſtances I have 
ſeen my ſelf, 
 Whilft this Hero, remarkable in every 
Circumſtance of Life, was encamped in 
Saxony, Count Flemming waited on him 
from King Auguſtus about ſome Buſineſs of 
Moment, It ſhow'd very faſt when the 
Count came near his Tent in a Coach, ha- 
ving on a long powder'd Wig, and a new 
embroidered Coat. He alighted at the Di- 
{tance of a few Paces, and made haſte to 
walk in; but the King coming out of his. 
Tent gave him Audience, ſtanding, bare 
headed, expoſed to the- Severity of the Wea- 
ther. When' the. King Perceived a great 


Heap 
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Heap of Snow pyramidically raiſed. on 
FHlemming's Wig „It continues ſuowing, 
« (ſays he) had not we better walk in? 1 
« thought ſo, Sir, ſays the Count, half a 
t quarter of an Hour ago. Why, replied” 
e the King, did you not tell me ſo? Becauſe; 
te (added the Count) I thought your Ma- 
ce jeſty without any Hat or Wig, and with 


but little Hair, had a Mind to cool your 


« ſelf. Well, Well, faid the King, tis e- 
&* nough, let us walk in.“ So they did. 
You ſee, Sir, (by the Way) that you have 
been miſinformed by thoſe who told you 


that Count Flemming fled to Pruſiia for 
fear of falling into Charies's Power, and 


meeting a Treatment like that of Patkul 
or of Paikel. 
Tho' that Prince was very bald, he lay 


always without a Night-Cap or any Thing 


elſe about his Head. He uſed to fay to 
them that expreſſed their Wonder at it, I 
have left my Night-Cap, my Gown, Wig, 
Shoes and Slippers at Stockholm; I wor't 
buy new ones, nor uſe any till my Return 
thither. This embolden'd Mr. Fabricius 


to behave towards that Monarch with his 


natural Facetiouſneſs, with which the King 
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was always delighted, and to adviſe him 
upon the following Occafion to deviate 
from the conſtant Practice he had followed 


ever ſince he left Stockholm. When leaving 
4 utkey.'to.return into his Kingdoms he 


heard at Ruſſickł that the Emperor of Ger- 


many had ordered extraordinary Preparati- 


ons to receive. him thro' his Dominions; 
and treat him according to his Royal Dig- 
nity, he told Mr. Fabricius © he was reſol- 
e ved to pals zncognito, do you and La 
e Motraye ride before, and give out every 
4 where to Officers and Magiſtrates of 
Places where we ſhall paſs, that I ſhall 


be more obliged to them if they will take 
* no Notice of me, in caſe I ſhould hap- 


pen to be known, than for all the Ho- 
e nours deſigned me by his Imperial Ma- 
« jeſty. Upon this M. Fabricius adviſed 
him as an infallible Way to be unknown, 
to buy or borrow thoſe uſual Ornaments of 
Dreſs that he wanted. © And when your 


« Majeſty, ſays he, ſhall happen to paſs 


ce thro' any Town of Germany, always to 


lodge at the beſt Inn, to call immediate- 


« for Wine, to make Love to the Land- 


lady, if ſhe is young and handſome, or 
to 
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t to ſome of the Maids that are more ſo, 
«to call for your Night-Gown and Slip- 
« pers, and aftet having eat and drank 
e well, to go to Bed and ſleep till late in 
« the Morning, c. 281 he yrlarod 4 in 
my ſecond Volume. * 

I with, Sir, it lay in my Perera _ 
any Service that might be more agreeable 
to you than this I now offer yoo.” You 
ſhould find always that I am truly your's; 


>. 
CA. 
22 
„1 2% 


2 


